EDITORIAL,NOVEMBER 1071. " R.J.F,Bennett.

The first thing to strike club members about this issue of the
Newsletter will be the new format. The reason for this change is the increasing
cost of the charges of professional printing. During the last club ycar it has
cost, on the average, the sum of £20 to bring out each issue of the Newsletter.
Averaging four issucs a year this brings the annual cost to the region of £80, a
sum it was felt that could be put to better use in other dircctions.

This publication is callcd a "NEWSLETTER" but it can only be said to be
this is nane. If one takes the trouble to glance through the copics covering the
last three years the material presented tends to lean tovard reminiscencing and
aviay from neus.

It is relatively easy for a few people to compile reminiscences but not
so for a large number of pecple to supply news and information.

I have had to stop the DFORIATION section as no information has come in

fron sources other than myself. I cannot believe that club members go around with

thoir cyes shut but that they fecl that any information they happen to pick up is
not of interest to other people. This is quite often a nmistaken belief arising
fronmisplaced modesty.

There is no fresh nevs from the committee at the moment and no reports
on OUTDOCR LEETS.
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SECRETARY'S REPORT. Andy Dowell.

The only thing of importance that I have to report is that members of
the €ormittee and Clyp members are ot present looking into possible ammendments to
the constitution. Any suggestions that merbers have for armendments should be
mentioned to the folloving for consideration.

G. Fenton, D. Grimmitt, R. Lovell, R. Hay and W. Martin.

The following have been accepted as full members of the Club.

MM, Pickering, B. Farrclly, J. Robertson, G and R. Fenton.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION, L. Devlin.

This is to be held at 8.0 p.m. on Wednesday 24th. Noverber, 1971. The
closing date for cntries will be the 10th. November, 1971.

It is requested that the black and white entrics be half plate size, but
some of our younger or impccunious ncrbers may find this too expensive, particularly
if several shots arc to be entered, so enprints will be accepted though their impact
would not be so great as would the sclected enlargenents. Larger gizes than half
plate will also be accopted.

As advertised on the wall adjacent to the dart board there will be four
gsections:

Black and WhitCeeeeessonvenasc.s Action
Black and "ThitCescseesessssses. General
COloUT e s esescecosseacesnanasess Lction
COlOUT et ocooseseasnsenesessess Gonecral

A cortain anount of artistic licence will of course be alloved for in the
General Scction.

We arce nore concerned with the subject of your efforts rather than the
actual quality of the photographic proccssing.

Pleasc make every cndeavour to come carly on the 24th. so that everyone
will have a chance to sce all the exhibits and so that all the colour slides may
be shomm.

We arc trying to onlist the services of an ominent mountainecring
photographer to judge everything prior to the actual night of the exhibition.
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THE SNOJUS OF KILIMANJARO (WITH APOLOGIZS TO HRNEST EMING JAY).

The rains had broken bringing the long drawn out bone chilling winds up
from the sun baked plains to hurl the large snow flakes against the men on THE
MOUNTAIN,

Dougal stood in the snow gazing blank cyed tovards the upper camps and
his thoughts reached out to the nen up there in the storm.

"Is there news, my fricnd?" he inquircd.

"No. There is no news." answered Christian.

"Always. There is no nows, e stand and wait watching the porters
dragging tirced slack fect towards THE MOUNTAIN. And still no news,"

"No, There is no news." said Christion.

Each man stood there thinking of tho waiting for some word from Don
perched up in that white world on THE MOUNT.IN. Don the artist, the real nian, an
hombre cincero, the man who used pitons and axe like bandilleras to dominate the
nountain as the torero dominates a good imera in the ruedo, Don, lo major del
montanas.

Me could go up and sce for oursclves," grunted Dougal.

"Yes. We could go up therc." roplied Christian.

"But there is the storm. We would not f£ind the clinbing casy in the
storm."

"lio, It would not be easy."

Each man retreated into his own thoughts concowing the MOUNTAIN, the
gstorn, Don, the drinking in the beer stinking smoky bar in Nycri where old men sit
clutching glasses of Pombe made fron fermented roal thinking of thosc younger oncs
going up to THE MOUNTAIN and the things of the past like the thing with wouen.'

;
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then.

A man staggered drunkenly out of the whiteness and stood shrunken before

"I have made the long journcy up to the usper camps.' he said.

"That is a difficult thing; to go up to the upper camps." said Dougal.
"Aige...." he hissed "It was not an easy thing."
"Is there no nevs." asked Christian.

"There is no nous”, said he shaking his head.,
"No., There is no ncws," said Dougal.
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THE DECLINE OF A PASTIME,

In Breconshire therc is a small village knovn as Three Cocks, and a story
is tola (ﬁhich I believe is true) of a man of this place who, being an ardent
pronoter of the Welsh tonguc, spent the whole of his life trying to get its nanc
written in this languages rather than the English by which it was, and still is
knowun. The foregeoing is an cxamplc of a life wasted by devotion to a cause
unworthy of so much endeavour, An oxarmple which, unforitunatcely, has its analogy
in two attitudes which pervade nountainecring today.

Irmoderation is a vice in all things, as much with the nountaincer as the
drunkard. The man who can think of nothing but the climbs he is about to do, or
the climbs he intends to do, is as ruch an addict as an alcoholic; whose life
consists of the contemplation of present and future drink, To spend every ninute
of timc available in clinging to some crag, or to feel cheated if circumstances
thuart this ambition; indicates a poverty of intellect which is not conducive to a
vivacity of temperanent. Such pcowle arc, as Hazlitt wrote, "poople with onc ideas
not so much because they have onc idea, but becausc they have no others'; like all
addicts they arce pathetic bores.

Since the early ninetcen tuenties mountaoincoring has boen perncated by a
very pernicious doctrince, this doctrine has becorme the accepted crced of a vory large
section of climbers, to the extont that it is regarded as the omly legitinmate
outlook that a climnber can hold. This crecd 1s best described as the cult of the
'hard man', or to usc less esoteric language, the adoration of the horo. 4As the
notivating spirit of the pastinc it is an inmportation fron the world as a whole,
and has its source in various philosophical tcachings which, having their origins
in late cighteenth century Europe, have had a profound effect on humanity as a
whola, An article such as this is not the best nethod of clucidating this
movenent; suffice it to say that in politics this crced is usually knoun as
nationalisn, or in its nost extreme form, Fascisng which rcached its climex in
Nazi Gernany.



Self-glorification is the basic desire of the adherents of the cult that
I an considering, this can be of a collective or individual kind, when it is
collective it takes the form of the nationalism that I have rentioned above.
Formerly nationalisnm played an important part in the sport, particularly in major
Hinalayan expeditions, although its influcnce is ruch dininished at present, but as
the recent Intornational Evercest IZxpedition so amply denonstrated it is still a
force to be reckoncd with. And vwie shall always have the Japancsce to keep this
particular tradition alive, The decline of collective cgotisn in the pastime is
a cause for some rcjoicing, unfortunately concomitent with this decline therc has
been an increasc in the nore individual varicty. Dssontially, those who find this
state of affairs satisfying, scc thensclves as the centre of o uwiiverse, around
which all else revolves, They arce the gods of their own religion. What was once
the dubious motive of the fow, has become the inherited prejudice of the nany.

Anongst those to whon nountainecring is not just an occasional pursuit, as
opposcd to those who only engage in it for a few days a year, there can now be
obsoerd the fanaticisn that has, increasingly, becone a featurc of the pastine.

With this fervour has also appcarcd the zecalots dogmatic belief in the validity of
his aims. Fanatics arce aluvays pcople of very linmited vision, and it is this narrow-
nindcdness that producces the contemptuous and intolerant naturce which is their
usual characteristic, Intolerance of all perspectives but one's owm produces the
corollary that the c¢nds justify the means: if onc is convinced that onc's ains arc
the only right objectives in 1life, then vhatever it takes to achiove then is
acceptable; it is because of the prevalence of this attitude, that nodern
nountaincering has sunk to the level it has.
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To be thought well of in clirbing circles today, or to be able to
~indulge in an orgy of sclf-congratulation, both of which appear to be vhat present
day mountzinccring is about; it 1s nccessary to parform soie feat that has ncver
pefore been acconplished. No matter hov futile or stupid the exploit may be. Thus
we have been led into a concept d progress ( a dubious tern) in climbing which is
nercly the ascent of ever greater, and objectively morc dangerous, faces. There is
in this belicf the tacit asswption that the only legitimate ain of a nountaincer,
is to accorplish the nost difficult climbs that he is physically capablc of, and
that any lapsc from this state of affairs mst be wholcheartedly deplorcd, Those
vho subscribe to this ethic wwill rogard the ability to spond a week claving thoeir
way up sore stupendous cliff as a commendable picce of work, and the desire to do
so a laudable purposc. A schene to ascend sorme weather racked Himalayan face will
reciove autoratic applauscs no-onc will doubt for a moment that it is of dnestimable
value to humanity that it should be accomplished; in rany cascs no cexpense will be
considered too ruch - although any dermand by the porters or Sherpas for more than a
cheap pair of boots (army surplus) and five shillings a weck, for a great deal of
hard work, will bce thought outrageous. (I an probably in theminority, when I say
that I do not think that the reccont Ammapurna and Everest expeditions werce worth a
tenth of the nmonecy spent on them; let alone two dead. It would not matter two pins
if no-onc cver did those climbs at all). If the snort is simply the ascent of cliobs
of cver inereasing difficulty, there will soon come a time when success will be
solely dependant on luck, rather than ability. In this it =11l have rcndered its
omm oxtinction inovitable; and its demisc will be no-oncs loss.

Misplacced zeal is usually accompanicd by an unconscious acceptance of
qualitics vhich would, in other circumstances, bc considercd abhorrcnts
corrcspondingly, those who best crbody thesc qualitics become exalted anong the
zealots: a socicty usually produces the sort of people it idcaliscs. For the
production of 'herocs', in the nodern mould, scnsibility, and a wide apprcciation
of the world they perfornm their sport in, arc not traits vhich are cfficacious.
Instcad there is often found in these people, besides that narrouv-minded fanaticisn
that I have already reuarked upon, an ability to cndurc self-inflicted discomfort
(perhaps even enjoy it?) and an acccptance of, and admiration for, a callousncss
that can, and does, brutalisc all concerncd. The forner of these two characteristics
is called rasochisn, and is regarded as a perversion; the latter is a quality which
is admirable in no-one, whatever clse he may be noted for. Novhere is the degencration
of nountaincering valucs better demonstrated than in its literature - of which I
shall say more later - and the cuvohenisns vwhich have made their appearance in
vocabulary of climbing terns.




Euphenisns arc the language of thosc who vish to draw a veil ovoer the
truth, or, they arc uscd by thosc who arc indifferent to reality, or wish others
to think that they arc. The former attitude is based on fear, the latter on an
arrogant indiffervnce to suffering. The words this slang deposes is an indication
of the mental state of climbers, and its currency shows how wide-spread this nental
attitude is. A list of these expressions is reveuling: chopped - dead; gripped -
frightened; spastic - clunsy (this is a tern I find particularly rcpulsives it also
has its roots in fear) it is irmediately apparent that thoy all concern the less
pleasant aspect of the pastine, and are an attonpt to disguisc the fact that
clinbing accidents, like all other kinds, arc a bloody and distressing busincss.

Two short cxtracts will suffice to demonstrate the change that, in out-
look, the literaturce of the sport cxeiplifies. I an not criticising the authors,
but I an suggesting that cach is characteristic of its oom c¢ra, both in outlock and
style, and that the scentinents cxprossed by onc age would find little sympathy in
the other:

e do not lessen the roclusive boauty of a rock cliff by climbing it -

and no onc e¢lse need read our descripgtiocns. The Matterhorn is

unchangeably the Matterhorn, for all the hundredswho trample up and down
it during a fev wecks each surmer. e have only to avoid them, or to
learn nerely to shut them out of our nind's cye, and the sublinity ricets
us unaltered. Clirb upon Llivedd during all but a fow veck-cnds and
holiday spatcs of the year, forget rccord and rurour, above all forget
all that admirable books such as this guide have to say about it, and the
1lift of its sombre preecipice above the ruffled lake, the challenge of
each foot of the stark crags locning into the lovering clouds, the cold
ruckle of the wind-draughts up the wet rifts and the harsh croak of the
cxpectant Raven will give you back most of the uncortainty and all of the
delight that it held for those who first venturcd upon it.

(Fron the historical scction of the 1939 Llivedd quide by Geoffrey
Tinthrop Young.) '
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Now for the modern viewpoints

The route up the right wall of Scoop Wall, Our Father, is onc of the
fiercest: strenuousness and looscnoss, small holds, advancced layback
and delicacy, small rumncrs and an occasicnal piton, all combine to

nmake this a clinb requiring a concentration of superlative efforts.

For a safc ascent, it requires cxtrene lcadership of the nost mature
kind, rccognition of the margin without weakness, Possibly, no such
ascont has over been nade. Only those vho have done it really know.

(Stonoy Middleton at the change of lifej an article by Paul Nunn in
igsuc 9 of Mountain, May 1970.)

It is not just tine that separates the authors of these articles, but
also a corpletely changed outlook. “fhilst it rust be adritted that Lliwedd; unlike
Stoncy Middleton, <hich rescmbles a council tip in atnosphere, gives ample scope for
a nore lyrical style, the difforcince is in the approach of cach writer to the
sports the first passage is indicative of an age that cnjoyed its climbing principally
through a delight in the surroundings that they found thensclves ins the sccond
passage is, in rather pretentious language, an unashaned wallow in vicarious
egotisn and power worship. s I said before, T have not chosen these two people
because they represented views that arc extrene, but because the outlooks they
reveal in those passages are typical of their tinmes.

Borlicr I s2id that if prescnt trends continue success, and survival,
will depend more on luck than ability, in nountaincerings for my ouwn part I think
that this state of affairs is already with us. Fow rocent Himalayan expceditions
have not roturncd with at least onc of their nurber dead. 4nd in the recent

Japancse performance on Bvercst, o cormenorate Bxpo'71l, Sherpas appear to have
cgarded as expendable itens of cquipient. But porhaps we should not expect
anything clse from a people -shose outlock on such things is that of barbarisns:
it 1oy be thought that in saying this I an boing unjust , so I must confuss to a
very low opinion of the traditional Japencse cthos. 4t least they can always clain
to be nmerely exagerating the prevalent attitudes of nountainccring. The ideal
nountaincer, according to the modern nould, is a gyrmast who is also fanatical to the
point of insanity. This being so, the Japancse will probably becone the world's
leading climberss no other nation has so successfuly alloyed a talent for suicide,
with such total lack of imagination,




Houover, they have their counterparts in othor parts of the world, as the
prcscnt vogue for soloing demonstrates. It rust be a particularly denanding kind
of vanity that causes pcople to risk their lives for the applausc of the nob, and a
very norbid sensc of valucs that thinks such conccit, and carclssness of life, so
adnireble, Those who think it a praiscuorthy thing to disrcgard cevery method of
ninirizing the risks inherent in nountaincering, camot couplain if the rest of the
corzmunity place as little value on their lives, as they do themsclves. Yet no one
of thesc cgotistical zezlots would not expect to be rescucd from whatever situation
he had nanaged to get hinglf, should the nced arise. In a word, they arc parasitess;
who trade on the goodwill and pity of those they frequently despisc. Picture the
cry of horror if it wcre suggested that those who deliberatcly place themselves in
extrene situations, say solgng the Eiger, should be left to their own devices in
the event of difficulty: such pecoplc obviously think such a climb to be worth a
considerable chance of dying for; they cannot then lanment overrmch, if imbued with
the spirit of death or glory, the former rather than the latter is their reward,
Tho anongst us would not be satisficd to achicve half his ambitions.

The world has not an infinity of compassion, and the neasure’it contains
would be best distributed among thosc rost in nsed of its receipt. When one of our
nodern 'heroes' cones to grief, his sycophantic aanircrs will, should he survive,
trecat hin with a deference that usuzally acknowlodges acconplishment; if he does not,
their condolences will be sincere; they will be the commiscrations of thosc who
have just discovered, with shocked surprisc, that ncither he, or thensclves, are
after all, irmortal. In contrast to this sympathetic attitude, the posture adopted
towards novices who come to gricf often takes the form of coensure, or derision, the
forner attitude is excmplificd by the strictures, hoaped upon beginners who have
accidents, by 2ll the ponpous noraliscrs who now infest the sport, and who hope that
the grave and ostentatious nanner in vhich they flaunt their opinions, will causc
others to rccognize the mantle they have already assuncd; the mantle of 'Expert!'.

At sone time or other weo have all borne witness to the pontifications of these sclf
styled experts. They will pronounce with offected gravity on the sins and onissions
of those unfortunate to have an accidont, (however, such pcople arc strangely silont
if the victin is a noted member of the clinbing world) and will vigorously conden
all who, "were not properly cquipped" - whatever that noy rean? Many clinbers rmust
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fo nore afraid of invelvenent in an accident where they are found to lack sore iten
of 'pmoper equipnent', (a vhistle or compass perhaps?) than in injury itself.

Houever, should any of the notable expeditions suffer casualties -usually
by deliberately nlacing theiselves in positions where casualties are probable,
rather than possible - not a word is heard fron self-appointed guardians of the
pastine., Like nmany of their kind they are nostly concerned with enhancing their
wn prestige, and criticisn of mountaincering's idols is not an efficacious nethod
of pursuing this ain.

Of the derision I have rentioned the c¢vidence is, sadly, all too cornon.
In days that are not so far in the distant past sorious accidents would engender
a sense of dejection and dismay amongst all climbers, now - cxcept when the victin
is prominent in the sport - such ovents frequently provoke amused indiffercnce, or,
if the cause of the accident has been sore particularly gross error of technigue
cormitted by an inevitably nescient new-comer to the pastine, that smug derision
vhich is little better than suppresscd hilarity. (The sentirnicnts I have criticized
here I have heard personally, they arc not conjectures.)

Increasing brutalisation is a coirion adjunct to cxcessive autism: a
predilection to sec one's self and actions as the centre arocund which all does or
should revolve, is not an attitude that tends to »roduce that generosity of spirit
which tolerates, and sympathiscs with, the failings-and nisfértuncs of othoers. o
This is onc cduse of the changed outlook of the sport. Another is the fact that
since clitbers appear to have assuned the role that gladiators once held in ancient
Rone, they no longer feel that it is incunbent on them to justify the sport to the
public, & populzce to vhom all climbers tere once'rad', will sit in their gullible
thousands to wath some perforners of note go through their nre-arranged tricks,
accorpanied by a banal and adulatory comientarys a few deaths are now weighed against
so ruch vicarious pleasure. e have nowv reached a point where ignorance, or the
occasional lapse of attention, (both of which arc inseperable frowm any hunen
activity) receive the condermation of manys; but the sort of courage that -rould be
better described as indiffcrence to life, or wanton stupidity; is acclained by all.
4 sad state of affairs.
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Iy reuarks so far have been of a deprecatory and negative nature, so to
redress the balance, and refute thoso <ho will, by now, have cone to the conclusion
that the nountainecring I favour is a co rmplete enasculation of the sport as they
think of it, I i1l describe thosc foaturos of the pastine that I think arc of wvalue,
and the sort of outlook that all cngaged in the sport would do well to cultivate.

Jhen T say that the only defensible reaison for clirbing is that it give
pleasure to the people who inaulge in it Jithout costto anyone else, it will be
accepted as obvious by all. Iven those who T have inveighed against will clain
this rcason -~ of simple pleasurc in clicbing - as their sole notive for their
'heroie! decds. This, however, is to take a very superficial view of the matter

The particul ir valuc of nountaineering, is its ability to give those who
participate in it, an outlet for +tho spentancous irnpulscs that a nechanistic
industrial civilisation denics ricst of its innabitants: this, togethor with the fact
that this activity takes place in surroundings that arc unlike those in which poople
normaly live is its frcat attraction. (The fact that the ordered nochanical life carg
lats to most nountain regions, and the farmiliarity of the scenery, may account for the
lack of climbers fron thesc resions ) To get the nost out of climbing it is ncccssary
to incur a certain anount of risk, ts belng the only way that the acquired ohlll
to overconc 1t) and it is the cxorcise of this skill that is one of the chiof
pleagures of climbing. It cnables the nountaincor Lo see, and enjoy, terrain that
would otherwisc be too dangerous to travel in.

isto the anount of risk that is undortol akon; thot ill desend on the skill
of the individual: but clirbers appear to enjoy themsclves nost when they foel the
chancc of getting hurt to be : negligible, not because the situation they are in is
inherently safo, but because thes ¢y feel their mastery of an othervise dangerous
situation. At such tines people say that they are climbing well. Conversely when
they are climbing badly (ausunin@ fitnoss), it is duc to a lack of confidence in
the ability to overcome the dan-ors they have set before thenselves, in a word it is
fecar, and climbers do not enjoy this

Our nore 'heroic! frionds hoveve cry, do not cliib for such ariazble reasons,
their pleasure is in having done the cllio, not in doing it. In the difference
betveen those t o attitudes i s the fulf that scparates the othics of the barbari
and thosac the reasonable an.

BET/ZEN T ]ESJ TJO LIMIS READ: 'Of a clirber can be uscd (for a situation without risk
docs not nced any skill!
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To then pleasure is not, 'to spend a warn sunny day treading the dry ridges and
buttrosscs of sone Tolsh or Curbrian crag, when stronuous activity altcernates with
“blissful inactivity, so that there arc noucents spent reclining in the sun on sone
bilberry-clad terrace....'; but is & panaical quost to dincrcasc their collection of
routesy so that they wmay bask in their ovn and their friend's adriration. They are
like latter-dny Vikings, ignorant of thoeir surrcundings, and only conscious of the
plunder that will nagnify thair stainding in the tribe, I have often heard people
cxpress a desire to clirb on the Chanonix asuilles again, but I have yet to hear

™

of =nyonc wishing to cliid tho Discruvand nore than once.

Thig article is unfinished and 7ill be continucd in the next Newslottoer.
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TS DNCLING OF A PASTIIE ... SOMD ANSIZRS. By R. Bennett.

Several points were made in the foregoing article that I would wish to
question; I have set them out bolow.

The idea, in the opening paragraph, that, beccausc the old man had failed
in his 1lifc long task, he had wasted his lifc scens, to ne rather pretentious. How
can onc hunan being judze the validity of anothor!s cndoavours. /o uUsSec our own
cxoericnees as a yardsticks this tochnique having been denonstrated fron time
irrenorial to be unreliable. I nany of the great thinkers, artists and inventors
of the past had listerncd to the scorn of their contenporarics, progressy; as e
neasurce it, would have been pitifully slow.

In the sccond paragraph the charge that fanatics become boring is a good
onc. Thore is a danger however, that their critics nay becone cqually narrow ninded
in thoir critiscm and, in turn, bccore bores.




The so called cult of the hard nan is wercely an cxpression of man's
norral outlook tovards life and its activitics exprosscd in nountaincering terns.
It is in the very naturc of man, a normal competitive aninal, to respect thosc who
cxcell in any chosen calling. Christianity has its Jesus Christ, Cormmnisn its
Lonin, Physics its Binstcin, Art its Picasso... and so on ad nauscan. Je all need
and indeed manufacture, HEROIS,

The romarks concerning the role of the Japancse during the recent
International Dvercst Expedition are particularly intcresting., Far from being
nationalistic nco-fascists thoy, and they alone, sceued to be preparcd to act as
porters and a back up tean to illans and Haston. So much so in fact that they have
alrcady beoen invitcd to join the next cxpedition.

The ass.rtion that the progress of mountaincoring into norce dangerous
torrain is the result of an "orgy of sclf congratulation" is somcthing of an
oversinplification. %hilst there is undoubtably some of this present there is also
the natural instinct of man to cxplorc or go where no man has gone beforc. The
greater the dangers involved the greater the temptation to take the risks and the
greater the personal satisfaction unon a successful conclusion to the feat.

The cuphemistic approach te the ~port is nothing more than a reoflection
of our tines. Man has ccasced to call = spade a spade a long tine ago. Also there
is nothing particularly good or bad in using ords like dead, frightencd or clunsy.
The slang versions are nercly words that arc particular to a sport, and like all
specialist slang, rcrcly convey a ricaning to the adhcronts of that particular sport.
Because they arc not readily understood by all and sundry docs not indicate the
rental abnorialitics of the uscrs and in fact roveal absolutely nothing about the

uUscrs,

The criticisn of the nodern attitude is rather hard to understend. It
is rather like looking into the cipty stable, after the horsc has bolted, and pig
headcdly refusing to reocognise the aninals abscncc. Lvery clinmber knows that
attitudes have changed as the sport has moturcd and broadened its horizons. The
clinbing standards of today roquire climbers of a very aifferent wental approach for
o successful ascent to the apnroach required on the old fashionoed clinmbs. 4 statist-
ical point raises its ugly head here: if modern climbirs deuanded the sanc
atnosphere as their carlicr countervarts the climbs and cliffs giving this
atmosphere vould be even riore hopelessly overcrowded than they arc now. The
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The charge that, 1s ney areas of difficulty arc cxplored, so e nove
from »elying on skill to rolisnce on luck ig not strictly truc. Certainly,
vhon a nov arca of the sport ig first attermted, luck is very important; this
foctor tonds to dindn 'Sh as foamiliarity -ith tho sonecial problioms and tochmiques
roguired is grined. This is arply illuetratod in the history of the Biger Nordwand.
At first accidents were rife bub, as tine went by and the special problems of the
Bigor sere gradually understood thu relianes on purcluck diminished until accidents
bocane less and loss and successiul accoents nore corvonilace.

The suggestion that the Janancsce lack imagination can scon bo refuted
Ny nb:ely'taL»Mxi the trouble to look at Japancse art, literaturs, u41'chltcctulx,
flowor arransorent and the many othor skills requiring great inajl ination and aws
; apprecintion of beauty showm by this particular roco.

.nd finally, the nan who is satisficd by achicving only half of his
arbitions is a ron who is very casily satisficd and is preparcd to live a very
ncdiocre ¢xistance

%
*
*
*
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*



A 000 LA . Ly Larolyn J/1lliang.

It had been a pleasant night, Alyson and I having bivouaced by Little
Tryfon to avoid paying (Ve didn't think our budgets would stretch that far). Aftor
such nightnarish thoughts as the farimer s« carching for us, accompaniced by six
bloodthirsty alsatians, to neasurc us both up to sce how neny squarce inches of his
boulder space uve were using, I eventually nodded off.

The previous day had had its noncnts. Jon and Barry had ascended Tryfan
by the Grooved Arcte and when e saw then next, at bout six o'clock that evening,
they were both still recovering frow the afteor offects of soverce dehydration, I %
think that it would be fair to say that they would both like to pass on their
curses to the tuo people they passed, drinking cranse, both people sceeningly
inc pable of taking a hint. Alyson and I had solocd around on Little Tryfan and
then walked up to Braich ty Ddu where we led through on TPinnacle Ridee. ‘e then
decid.d to go down to Llyn Ogwen for a suirn.

It was oundaj norning nov and 4Alyson and I, after having suggested to
onc ancther that ve get up, the roin started falling. e leapt up and made a mad
dash for Jon's car. 'e wire greoted by Mrs., 7illians rubbing her hands.

"Been canping, then?"

"No." I replicd truthfully. After having broskfast cooked by our sh ‘“pas
Barry ond Jon I decided to wash ny plate (Unlike ny uncivilised companions).
dawvdled along and suddenly realised that the clectric storn, previously at ngen,
was dircctly overhead, I made a nad dash for it. The nind beggled .. the plate
. metal .., a GOOD conductor., The lightening was flashing across to Tryfan and

. L

then the Carnedds and back again, Jo jumned into the car =nd tore off tovards
Capel with the storn follosing on cur hoels. On reaching Tronadoe Jon and Barry
clected to do Obcron.

Alyson suzgested, when they roturncd, that wo have a nass ascont of
Branmble Buttress. J¢ only had two rodcs and so the rore was leovered down to me
by alyson. Tho rope got causht at the tos of the socond pitch below the pinnacles
So hcad first I descended into the holce tuoning frantically at the rope.
Dventually I won.

The s.cond pitch had its noncnts. Aftor <o) centh mantelshoelf
(Guincss Book of Rocords please note) I was adviscd by Alyson to do it in socks.
I took ny boots off and started to mentelshelf and succcedsd. Tho traverss into
the sloping hold causcd ny left leg to grow anothor six inchos

It was this opic begining that caused me to put/¥8e Seramble Brarble
Variant. Standard: steady hard oxtrone, cxtrencly prickly and only noderate in

cranpons. This route is idesl for botanists. Follow the obvious linc to the loft
of thoe foot of Brarble Buttross. left and up a hidden slope to a tree by
eans of sound routs. Go left of on Dlder Troe, rope tends o bind round the troo
J_

D

stind on the troce until it bends at right anglos. Thore is a tendaney to be

catapulted of f the crag here. Mike a fou gquick roves throush bronbles (Intaroctjng
in on*“ts) The corbination of cijogure, honeysucklc and garlic plants noke the
uoves particularly overpovering., Using a dandolicn fer oid pull up to a ledgo,.
Dovare of using slugs as holds .. they can become unplon swmtly vielont.




%ontinuo to the top by ceans of n assortient of gross, ivy and foxgloves. The ton few
noves arce rather unpleasant as the vegetation gives wey te rock.
The usc of craimons or a pogo stick would certainly nake the route casicr,
Flushcd with victory we slid devn to the far: with the grace of largot
Fontayne and thenc: to the car and the ond of ancthor oventful —ockend.
(Certain dlagrans rere included in the orizinsl manuscript but they have
not boen printed as it was folt that thoy verce prejudicial to the noral welfare of
the Club. They have been forvuarded to the cditor of the Bhagavad Gita in the hope
that they may be of some assistances ... Bditor's Hote?)

FOH K K K ¥ ¥ X %

SCRAIBLE BRAMBLY VARIANT, By Jon de

A neow route: these words conjure up thoughts of untold glory. It was
such a day. Our hero, or rather hevoinc, having failcd to achieve the nccessary
shelf on the last pitch of Bramble Buttross,; using such unheard of combinaticns 2s
boots, onc sock and onc boot, tvo socks, barc feoct, cranpons cte., suddenly had
her attention snatched by a very stark looking, 'nearcr-vertical-than-horizontal!
line rising sharply up the much overgrown left gully. Uson deciding that this
would give nore pleasure to our aspiring hard voman a daring oxposcd ston was taken
left into the gully. The resting place, a very slender looking ash tree, was
reached after much cursing (Sccond ascontionist note: climb to the left of the tree).
Fron this exposcd stance our intrenid lady nade o HVS nove onto the loft wall to an
cextrencely precarious situation is forced, much against her conscionce, to usc a
foxglove for aid. A few noves of about VS standard led to the sumnit.

An overall grading of Bxtrome was suggested - and judging fron the hands and
and knces of the lady I presune this is taken to mean Extremely Prickly. Host people
would now be content to return to the car 'a pied' but nct our heroines who concludes
a necar perfect first ascent by glissading down the vay off, using the rear portion of
a pair of much nissucd levis.
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PUMP STORLGL SCHEMES TN THD SNO.DONIA WATIONAL ZARK.

whnat is g pumped gtoragseschenc?

Most large power plants, including nuclecar pover stations, are stean
aising and take fron 8 to 12 hours to build up before thby start generating, so
thvt it is not worth closing then down during of f-pecak poricds. T:o lar e} rc,s\,vo:.ro

arc built with high dams, onc approx. 1,000 ft. above the other. During the off-
pcak periods surplus clectricity is uscd to pup vater from the low lake into the
thhCr one. then clectricity is neceded during the short peak periods, the water is
alloued to flow back to the lovor regevolr, driving the gencrators in the pover
station, The cycle is a daily onc, with the lover lake t its lowest levels in
daytime, coxposing a large arca of flooded lond. The rise and fall in tho water
evel is great - the rescevoir at Co S+lar gocs u end dotn 65ft. overy 24 hours.
The Ffestiniog Punped Storagc uchwlL is linked to Travsfynydd Atonic Powor Station:

the proposed punpoed storage scheme(s) will be ,llﬂkgu %o Tlylfa Pouor Station.

Jhere arc the nronoscd sitog?

Over the past year, or nore, the Central Bloct tricity Board have boo
considering and surve ylng three possible sites in Snoudonia. Those arc at Crocsor,
above Doluyddelan and at Llanboris. Initially only onc of these schores ould be
constructed, but if pernission is obtained for thisy then there is no doubt that
the other two, and more in the futurc,would also be built.

411 the schenes will involve large dans, underground poser stations, 241ft.
wide access roads and niles of ovorhoad 40,000 volt trannission lincs.

Crocsor would spparintly invelve a lover dan 130/160ft high and onc nilc
wide, across the mouth of the valley. The upper dar would be 295ft. high. The
Preposed access roads for this schoie are particulary complex, linking up over the




oglwyns -ith the existing schome at Ffestiniog.

Ao Joulun thore would be a 180ft. don drmediately above the village,
across thu LOu;h of Curi Punarmen. The upper resevoir would be foriwed by threce dals
above Blacnou Ffestiniog, Doltylde an and Cuiy Punnachno. 4cparently this schenc
ig thoe jont satisfactory fron the tochnienl point of view.

: Doth the Croesor and Dolwuyddolan scbu s would involve nilos of
trantission cables across sorme of the rost boautiful parts of Snovdonia.

At Llanberis, scver:l alternative schoncs have been put forvard. The worst
would have involved both Ilyn adarn and Lljn Poris as the lover resovoir, with a
barage across Padarn at Pen Llym. The current propostls arc for 400t. high dans
(above present water 1bva) at both cnds of Llyn Doris and o 100f£t. dan to cnlarge
the lahb at Iarchlyn Mavr. Too access rvoads would be nuocded, one to Harchlyn Maur
and one across the spur of Zlidir Fach to a 'surge shaft' at the top of the quarrics,
The overhoad trannission lines would start from Dinorwic, go behind deiniolen and
cventuclly to the switching station ot Punvir,
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Ty Dlanberis?

Ll“nbcris appears to be the site in vhich the C.I.G.B. arc nost
interosted at presint and is the schene for vhich the nost detailed plons have been
drosm up.It is nearcst to Pentir, which is the nzin switching station in tals part
of Worth 7ales. It would probably be the cheapest schome to coruct. The lakes are
already there, avoiding the flooding of farmland etc. Llyn Peris is not in tho
National Park (tho boundry runs around its shorc 2), though Marchlyn lia r is. The
Dinorwic/YurcalJn Quarrics alrcady form a 'blot' on thoe landscape and would,
presunably, be tidied us to scuce extent by the schene.

The situ ation is sinilar to that which arosc cover the siting of the third
London airport 2t Cublington or Foulness. In this casc, there is certain to be a
grcat deal of opposition to both thﬂ Doliyddelan and Crocsor schencs, vhich arc both
beautiful parts of the Mational Park. Mony people foel, perhaps with some Jjustific-
ation, that the Llanberis schore in 1tsalf would not be so had from the v1sual/ax onity
point of wview.

The County Planning Comnittec are apparently opposcd to the Llanberis
schune, beecausce the proposced County Park wbove Lyn Padern would he aifected and also
because it ould prevent the usce of llarchlyn Harr for domestic water supply (The
prosont inprovencnts at Marchlyn are being carricd out to nrovide vater for Ans 1OSvJ>
Hoever, the final decis i n *»'Iil1 be made at the Parliamcntary staze and thore is
little doubt that if any o wese echenes arce alloved, it will be the one proposcd

1

for the Llanberis arca.




Is there any vogoibility of a comrroriise?

It would be pogsible to have lover dang on Llyn Poris, by having the
pouer station decper undergreund. The trannissicn lincs could be buried undﬂlﬁround
This ~rould renove tiro of the oyescres. Compronise could only be achieved by complete
osposition to all the schcmas from phﬂ onsct.

CoMpronisc, however, still ncans that the desceraticn of the National Park
has begun and that the thin ond of the wedze has boeon driven in.

The threat to the 1 ndscape.

There is no noed to sbross the obvious offccts on the landscape of the area,
which is its nost valusble asset and the foundation of the tourist industry. The
view up and down Llanboeris Pass will be considerably chanced. The atoosphere of Nant
Peris, cut off by o 40ft. dan, will be ruincd. The 'tide'mark! on Llyn Peris, causcd!
by the daily rise and fall of 30ft., vill be particularly objecticnable. At Marchlyn
the huge dam and lake, which vill rize znd £211 105ft., will ruin one of the nost
bp’uthul and lonely cmng in 3no ia. The overhead tronsoission lincs pass through
an arca of designated Outstanding Zural Bowty. Both the Marchlyn Dan, the accoss
roads and the pylons 7ill be clearly visible fron larsc distancos.

The National Park was foriwed, and it iz czsentizl that it be kept, as an
arc: for people to onjoy. Th“rc are fow cnough arcas in this country which arc not

unspoilt and they will bocome nere and nere inpertant oz tine gocs on. Quotce:

”JC spend 2ll our tine deerying thervandalicn of thd youn~ but how arc we going to
explain concrete dams, nover stations, pylons and accoss roads to cur grondchildron?™

Jill the schene solve the unomnloynont probleon?
There is not doubt that o large number of jobs will be available during the
conutructlon poriod. C.2.G.B. Qtlgatv thiat a labour force of 1000 - 2000 nay be
zeded for up to two years, Thero is no doubt that 2 large ~rnount of noncy would come

into the arca during the sane period. These arce the tuo nain noints by hich C.L.G.D.

Justify the intrusion into the National Park.
It 111 be at least tuo yoars befere thoe schine could actually stort - will
there be so nany unsomloyed in tio yoars ting?

Aftor the poricd of construction only 40 »noople would be cmployed pornancntly

on the site. The majority of thesce weould be skilled ongincors, irported from other
parts of the country.
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. At both Stwlan, Wylfa and Rio Tinto Zinc; the unenployuent rate after
these schenes rosc to higher levels than before. Big short-lived schenes drav
laboux away from local industries; garages, farms, shops, hotels. The smallexr
erployer docs out of business, or reduces his activities, for lack of nanpower
and thon the construction is finiohbg the local labour force are on the dole.
Mony leave the area. These scheuws effectively increase unenployuent and speed
depopulation.

The type of work is not suitable for everyone. The rates of pay are
good, but it is hard, physical labour, with long hours including overtine and
weckend work., In practice the rajority of the labouring at the other schenes wa
done by labour forces froi outside the arca.

“What Local people nced is steady employrent and a steady wage, with
nornal working hours, which could be provided by nore light industry, nore expansion
and developuent of the tourist industry, in keeping with the long term neseds of
both the locality and the nation. It is this which ought to be fought for,

Is the Llanboris scheme safe?

A rockfall fron the Pillar of Elidir, or a failure of the dan, could
cause a devastating tidal vave fron Marchlyn Maur which could sweep over Deiniolen,
Tregarth and a large number of isolated farms and homes. A rockfall from the
unstzble faces or tips of the Dinorvic Quarries, into Llym Peris, could cause
flooding in Llanboeris or Nant Peris

Every feu years there are short periods of heavy rainfall which fill
the lakes to capacity and ciuse flooding at the Nat Poris end of Llyn Peris. With
Llyn Peris isolated from the valley, and unable to contain the additional water,
flooding could casily occur, cither in Llanberis or Nant Peris, depending on the
capacity of the underground diversion tunncls.

The carc tzken by the C.Z.G.B. in these schoemes is well illustrated by
the recent fiasco with the underground store of explosives which was discovered
near the Stwlaon dam.




Othor offects.

A scetion of new road would be bullt to by pass Deiniolen and presunably
the present narrow roads ill be widened for accass to the Marchlyn Quarrics.
Perhzps this ie really why the Llanberis bypass has beon planned for so long?
During the construction poriod heavy lorrics and plant will be passing through the
arca day and night, with unavoidable danger to children and gencral inconvenicence
to everyone. Large nunbers of labourcrs will be drafted into the area; possibly
new arcas of unsizhtly temporary housing will be erccted. Perhaps also this is why

there has bocn such frontie activity recently to clear the Gilyn Rhonwy Quarries of
cxplosives? Property valucs in sone parts of the arca will fall dramatically, with
little chonce of compensation., There is already a case ncar Dolwyddelen of a lady
who wishes to sell hor house, but the prospective purchasor cannot obtain a
nortgage bocause of the possible threat from the dan.

IF I BUILDING SCCIETISS DU NOT THINK THAT WHE Dalis ARL COMPLATELY SAFD Y SHOULD a7

Is the gchene econonic?

Punped storage schemes stand up mainly on the principle that wvater is frog,
or at least cheap, and that purmped storage is the most ccononical way of producing
peak power clectricity. Water cortainly isn't free or cheap, as it involves great
expense to trap it. It the Llanboris schorme goes through the donestic water supply
at Marchlyn will be lost and the .ater Board will have to comstruct nev schinmes to
mect loeal noeds. Who will pay for this?

Secondly, punpced storige is only ccononical because the gas and clectricity
industrics are in competition with oach cther, as they arc bound to be by Statute.
Hew gas turbine generators have recently buen doveloped in Swoden which can be
brought to full production in under 10 minutces. T 2se could be built ncar to the
arcas wherc there is significant poak nouer denandat a fraction of the cost of
purped storage schernes. The surplus off-peak power produced by the nuclear pover
stations could be used for driving de-salination plants, a process which is bound
to becone ccononical in the near futurc.

The C.E,G.B., have alsc admitted that if therc is a slight incrcase in the
present overnight demand for porer, then there would be no need for this particular
scheme. If, as C.E.G.B. say, a pumped storage scheme is cssential to make Wylfa ag
ccononic proposition, then why was it not planncd years azo to corme into oporation
at the samc tine as Wylfa? This scens to indicate bad planning or that C.E.G.B. is
not giving the full rcascns for wanting this scheme. The latter case is obviously
the nore likely so

That arc the long torm possibilitices?

Another nuclcar poucr station at Bdern, on the Llyn Peoninsula? More purmed

A
storage schemes connccted with this? More aluminiun smelters? Rio Tinto smelting
copper on the Mawddach Estuary (it noy appears that Planning Pernission will be
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