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rulEqW R.J.F.Bennett"

fhe first thing to strihe club nenbers about this issue of thc
Ncrisle'c'ber lrill- bc thc ne',r f ornat. The reason f or this change ls the increasing
cost of the charges of professional printing. During thc last club ycar it has
costl on the averagc, the sun of fl20 to bring out each issue of the Ne,rirslettcr.
Averaging four issucs a year thi s brings the arurual cost to thc rcgion of SB0, a
sun it tas fel-t that could. bc put to bettcr use in othcr d.j-rections.

This publication is callod. a "IiR,iSLETfjlR" but it can only be said. to be
this is ltar.te. If onc takes the trouble to glance through the copics covering thc
last thrce ycars the r::atcrial prcsented" tend.s to Lca^n to-r:ard. rcr:inisccncing and
aray fron rlcr,rsr

It is relatively easy for a feu pcoplc to colpile rer-:inisccnccs but not
so for a largc nuriber of pecple to supply ne.;rs errd. infornation.

' I havo had to stol: the Iltr'0Rlii'IICIT scction as no infori,iation has cone in
fron sources other than myself. I cannot believe that club nenrbcrs go around. mith
thoir cycs shut but thr:,t they fect that any infornation thcy happen to pick up is
not of interest to other people. This is quitc oftcn a nistaken belief arising
froir ftisplaco d. rnod.e sty.

Therc is no fresh ne',,'s fron thc cor':nittce at the noncnt and, no reports
on 0UTD00R 1I,II]TS.
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SECBETARYIS REPORT" And.y D.ouc1l.-

The only thing of inportance that I have to rcport is that nenbcrs of
the Cor:rrittce and Clqp menbors are at 1:resent looking into possiblc anuend.ucnts to
thc constitutj-on. Any suggestions that r:ier:bcrs hanc for ar.x-lcndnents should be
nrentionod. to ''he follo-,;ing for consid.cration.

G. tr'cnton, D. Grinnitt, R, Lovel-I, R. Hay arrcl ritr. lilartin.

Tho fol-Iowi-ng havc bccn acccptcd as fu1l r.rcrirbcrs of tLre Club.

I:i. pisk.ting, 3. Fafrcllr t J. Robcrtson, G ancl R. Fonton.
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PHOTOGBAPHIC CO}.'IPETITTON. L. Devli:r.

This is to be hc1d. at 8.0 p.r,l, orr l-r,rednesday 24th. l,Iovcnber, 197J-. The
closing datc for cntries iril1 bc tho lOth. I{ovenbor, 1971.

It is requested. that thc black and. i;hite entri.cs .}oe hal-f plate sizo, but
sorac of our youngcr or lnpccrrnious:-rcr-ibcrs Lri{ fincl this too cxpensivc, particularly
if several shots arc to bc en-bcrcd., so enprints i;i1l bc accoptcrl though thcir inpact
uould. not bc so grcat as r,ould. thc sclcctcd" onlargcrrcnts. Lergcr sizes than hatf
plato uiIl also bo acccptcd..

As ad,vcrtised on tl:c uall affaccnt to thc d.art board. thcre rill be four
sections:

Black and. 'Jhite .. .. . . Action
Black and.';Ihito..o...,... . Gcncral-
Colour..... . .... Action
Colour. ,........ Gcncral

A ccrtain anou:rt of artistic liccncc rii1l of course bc al-lol;ed. for in thc
Gcncral Scction.

,[c aro r]ore concerned. i:ith thc subject of your efforts rather than thc
actuel quality of the photographic proccssing.

Pleasc riake cvery cnd"cavour to conc carly on thc 24r;h, so that everyone
l;ill have a chartcc to sce all thc c:rhibits and so that aI1 the colour slid.cs nay
bc sho.;ln.

IIe arc trying to cnlist the scrviccs of an cnincnt r:iountainocring
photographcr to jud.gc evurything prior to the actual night of thc cxhibition.
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,!!E- SN-q.IS--AF- K&ru4u&gq _ (,:l rru r:olqe lls ro . rpomsr -liiilunrGilI.L

Thc rains had. broken bri:rging thc long drai,,n out bono chilling wind.s upfron the sun bakcd' plains to hurl the largc unon flu,kcs agai:rst thc mcn on TI{E
}IOUIITANI.

Dougal stood. in the sno';; gazing blank cycd. to',;ard-s the uilpcr canps and.his thoughts reachcd. out to thc r,cn up thcrc in thc stor:1.rrls thorc rrer"rsl r4y fricnd.?il hc inquircd..rlNo. Therc is no 11o..r.s.il :r,nsvcred. Christian.illiIuays. Thore is no nc'r;s.',Ic staird- and r:ait ratching thc portcrs
d"ragging tircd. slack fcct tor;ard.s TIIX ]iolli{f.:\I}i. And. still no nJ,,,,s.,,trNo, Thcre is no nc,!;s.'r saio, Chrrstian.

Each r:ran stood. thcrc thinking of thc'i;aj-'i:iii5 for sonc t,ord fron 1onpcrchcd. up in that vhite ,;orld- on TIIE 1,[oUt'{f.:.n'i. Dr:n tirc i'r,rtist, thc rcal rratrl anhonbrc cinccro, the nan 1lho uscd- pitons and. axc likc ba,icirllcras to d.ominato thcnountain as the torcro d.oririnatcs a good. ilucra in tho meito. Done 1o r-rajor d-e1
nontanas.

rr1'Tc could go up a,d scc for oursclvcs., g*rntcd Dougal .rrYcs. l,Ic coufd. go up thcrc.il rcplied. Clrristian.rrBut thorc is thc stort:. l.Ie rould not flnd the clir:rbing casy in thestorr:..rl
rrlio, It r;oulcl not be easy.'l

Each r:un rctrcatod. into his o';n thoughts concc::ri-ng tho 1,[OUNT:II{, thostorr:, Don, the d.rinking in thc bccr sti:rking sr:rot<y bar j-n \cri whcre old. non sitclutching glasscs of Ponbc naclc fror-r fcrncntcd. ncal thinkjrrg of thoso youngcr oncsgoing up to fiffi }IOUIITAII and the things of thc past lil;e ttrc tiring rith ,,;ouen. 
'



rr A nsn staggcrod d.mnlconly out of tho irhitcncss and stood- shrunkcn bcforc
thcn,

rrI have r:ade thc long jourtloy up to the up;cr car:tps.rthc said..
rrThat is a d.ifficult thing; to go up to tho ui:1cr calips,rf said Dougal.
rr;iice..o.rr hc hissod.rrft i;as not an casy thing.rt
rrfs thcrc no nc.,.'s.rr askod Christian.
rrThcre is no nci,-srr. said. hc shalcing his head..
rrlilo. Thcrc is no re,..'sr'r said, Dougal ,
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rHE DICIII\M OF A PI,ST]J, .

I:r Breconshirc thcre is a snall village kno,;;n as Thrcc Cocks, and a story
is tolci (l:hich I bclievc is true) of a nam of this placc,.rho, bcing an ardcnt
pronotcr of thc itrclsh tongue, spent the';;holc of his lifc trying to gct its nar-rc
r;rlttcn in thj-s languagc; rathcr than thc English by iihich it r,ras, a.ncl st1ll is
kno,;n. Thc forcgoing is an c:ranplc of a lifc uastccl by clcvotion to a causc
r.lrniorthy of so r:iuch endaavour, .An cxar:p1o whichl r:nfortunatcly, has its analogy
in t;o attituclcs uhich pervad-c rrountailccring today.

Ir"rroclcr:ltion is a vicc in alt things, as rruch i;ith thc nountainccr as thc
d.rr-rnkarr1. Thc iran r,,ho can think of nothing but thc clinbs he is about to do, or
thc clinbs he intcnds to d.o, is as lruch an ad-d.ict as an alcoholic; rhosc lifc
consists of thc contcirplation of prcscnt ancl futurc d-rin[;. To sircnd cvery ninutc
of tir:rc available in clinging 'co so1:c crag, or to fccl chc;:,tcd" if cj-rcui-rst.:nccs
thuart this anbition; ind.icatcs a povcrty of intcllcct i;hich is not conclucivc to a
vivacity of tcnpcrancnt. Such i:lcoplc aro, as Hazlitt;rotc, rrpcople',rith one id-ca;
not so nuch becausc thcy havc onc iilca, but becausc thcy havc no othcrsrt; likc a1I
acld,icts thcy arc pathctic borcs. 

,

Sincc thc carly ninctccn ti;cn'ties nount;rinccring has bren perr:aatcd- by a
vclly ilcrnicious d.octrinc, this cloctrine has bccoirc thc accc;rtcd crcccl of a v;ry largc
soction of clinbers, to'uhc cx'bcnt that it is rcgard.*-tl as thc. only-Icgitinatc
outlooli that a cfirrbcr can hold. This crccd is bcst dcscribcd. as thc cult of thc
lhard. Ll.anl, or to usc lcss osotcrj-c I;unguagc, thc ad,oration of thc h:ro. lis the
r-rotivating spirit of thc pastinc it is an inportation fron the -r:iorld. as a irholc,
end. has its sourcc in various philosophical tcachings rhich, havirrg thcir origins
in late cightcenth ccntury Europc, havc had a profouad cffect on hunanity as a
i,'holc. hn article such as ti:is is not thc best ncthod. of clucidating this
novcir;nt; sufficc it to say that in politics tiris crcccl is usually Imo,.;n as
nationalisn, or in its nost cxtrci:c forr.'r, Fascisr-r; i;hich rcachcd its eLinax ln
lilazi Gcrnany.

l



Sclf-glorification is thc basic d.csirc of thc ad.hcrcnts of thc cult that
f arr considcring, this can bc of a collcctivc or inclividual kinci, uhcn it is
col]ective it taircs thc forlr of thc nationalisr-l that I ha,vo r.cntioncd" abovc.
Forncrly nationalisn playcd an inportant part in thc sport, particularly in najor
Hinalayan e:rpeclitions, although its influcncc is nuch d.iirinishcd. at proscnt, but as
thc rcccnt Int':rnational Ev'rcst X:rpcclition so a;ply d.ci-ronstratetL it is still a
forcc to bo reckoncd. i'ith. And';;c shall always havc thc Japancsc to kccp this
particular trad-ition allvc. fhc dcclj-ne of col-l-ectivo cgotisni in the pastinc is
a ce"use for sonc rcjoicing, unfort"ur-i..llt.:ly concor.ritcnt.,;rith this d,ccline therc has
bccn art incrcaso in thc riorc inrliviclu;l va::icty. Esscntially, those uho find. this
stato of affairs satisfying, soc thcrrsclvos as thc ccntrc of l u:livulrsc, llrou:r1
uhich all clse revolvcs, Thcy ar; thc gocis of th:ir oi;n rcligion. ,.,trhat Uas once
the rlubious notivc of thc fcr;, his bccoi-re thc inhuritcd- prcjud.icc of thc nany.

-{r:ongst thosc to,.'ihor: nount:inccring is not just an occasional pursuit, as
opiloscd. to thosc riho only cngage fu. it for a fct; d"ays a ycar, thcrc can norr bc
obscrvcd. thc fenaticisn that hasl incrcasingly, bcconc a featurc of tho pastir:c.lilith this fcrvour has also appoarod, the zcalots d.ogr:atic bclicf in thc v;,liclity of
his airis. Fiuratics J,rc a1i;ays pcoplc of vcry lir:iitcd. visi-on, and- it is this namoll-
r-dnd,cdncss that prorluccs thc contcll)tuous ancl intolorant naturc which is thcj-r
usual charactcristic. Jntolcrancc of all pcrspoctivcs but oncts orrr produccs thc
corollary that the ends justify thc rca.rrss if onc is convj:rcod. that oncrs air:s are
tho only right objcctivcs in iifc, thcn r,;hatcvcr it takes to achicvc thcr.r is
acceptablc; it is becausc of thc prcvalcnco of this attitud.c, that lod.crn
r:ountainccring has sunk to thc lcvcl it has.
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' To bc thought.,:cl-l of in cliirbing circlcs tod.ayl or to bc ablc to
inclulgc in an orgy of self-congratuhtion, both of '.;hich appcar to bc -";hat prcscnt
da1, l:16*11 :.inccring is about; it is ncccssary to p:rforll sol:e fcat that has ncvcr
bcforc bccn accorop11"h",t. ldo nattcr ho';: futilc or stupid. th; c:clrloit rLay bc. Thus

uo havc bccn led into a conccpt d progrcss ( a dubious tcrrr) in clinbing';;hich is
ncrcly the ascclt of cver gro:r,tcr, and objcctivuly r:.orc dangcrollsr faccs. Thcrc is
i1 tl:is bcllcf thc tacit nssutption that thc only lcgitir.rato air: of a nountainocr,
is'r,o accor-plish thc nost ciifficult clinbs that hc is physically capablo of, ond

that a.ny lapsc fror this statc of affa.irs r:ust bc ;holchcartud-Iy d.eplorcd-. Those

uho subscribc to this cthic .,;i11 rcgard. the ability to spcnd a ',;cck clatiing thcir
lray up sonc stupcnd.ous cliff as a conncnrlablr: piccc of .;ork, :urd thc dcsirc to do

so a laud.ablc purposc. A schcnc to asccnd sone ,,'cathcr rackcd Hinalayan facc I'rill
recicvc autorretic applause; no-onc l;iIl d-oubt for a lionont that it is of incstinablc
valuc to hu:ranity that it should" bc accor-iplishcd.; i-n r:any cascs no cxpensc uill bc

consj-dcrcd- too r-uch - although any dcncncl by thc portcrs or Shorpas for nr:rc than a

chcap pair of boots (ari-ry surplus) and fivc shiltings a ilcck, for a grca'b dcal of
hard".,;ork, gi}l bc thought outragcous. (t an probs.bly il thcmi-nority, thcn I say
that I d.o not think that thc rcccnt rbmapur:ra and Bvcrost expcd"itions rerc -*orth a

ten'uh of the nonJy spcnt on thon; lct alonc t";ro d-citc1. It ":;ould not nattcr tivo pins
if no-one cvcr d.ic1 thosc clilbs at aI1). If thc sport is sii,rply thc ascent of clinbs
of cvur i:rcreasing d"ifficulty, thcrc ui1l soon cor.rc a 'r;ir:c uhen success rlill be

sololy d"epcnd.ant on luck, rathcr than ability. In this it';i11 have rcnd.crcd its
orm c:itinction inovitrbleg L.nd. its d.cllisc iri1l bc no-oncs loss.

1,,[isplaccd" zcal is usually accorrpanicd. by ar]. ullconscious acceptancc of
qu.rlitlcs nhich uould, in o-bhcr circur:stances, bc consid"crcd. abhoffcnt;
corrcslrorrdingly, thosc 'r;ho bcst c,'i-,bocly thcsc qualitics bccono cxaltcd anong the
zcalotsc a socioty usually produccs the sort of peoplc it id-calisi:s. For thc
production of thcrocst, in thc r-rodcrn r.:ould, scnsibilityl and a ridc apprcciation
of thc,,roi:ld. thcy pcrforn thoir sporl; in, arc not traits .:hich arc cfficacious.
Instcacl thcrc is oitcn found. in thcse peoplc, bcsid.cs that narro',r-nindcd fanaticisn
that f havc al-rcad;r rcnarkcd uponl a,n ability to cndrxc sclf-inflictccl discoi:rfort
(pcrhaps even anjoy it?) and an accoptancc r:f, and. ad-i:iration for, a callousncss
that canp and docs, b:ru.taIisc al-I conccrrrcd-. Thc forrrcr of thcsc tilo charectcristics
is callcd. nasochisn, and is rcg:;rd.cd. as a pcrvcrsion; tho lattcr is a qualitl' s1ri"n
is afu,rirablc in no-one, .,rhatcvcr clsc hc rray bc notcd for. No';hcre is thc dcgonoration
of nountainccring valucs bcttcr clcnor:stratcd, than in its litcraturc - of i;'hich I
shall saly norc Ii:,t:r - and thc cuphcnisns ',;hich havc r:adc -bhcir appcar,:r,nce in
vocabulary of clir,ibing tcrt-ts,



Euphcirisns arc thc lan51ragc of thosc '.;ho i'ish to dre; a vcil ovcr ihc
truth, orr thcy arc uscd. by thosc ',,'ho arc irrd.iffcrent to rc:1ity, orr,'ish cthcrs
to think that thcy arc. fhe f orrlcr at',;itud.o is bascd. on fcar, thc l-attcr on a,ri
arrogant ind.iffcrcnce to sufforing. Thc rrord.s this slang d.cposes is an j-nd"j-cation
of tho ncntal statc of clj-ilbcrs, and. its currctlcy shol.'s hot,, ,";id-c-sprcad. this rrcntal
attitud.c is. ,1' list of thcsc cx,)rossions i-s rcvc,.r,1ing: choppcd. - d.cad"; griirpcd -
frightoncd.g spastic - clwlsy (tfri" is a tcrn I find. particularly repulsj-vc; it al-so
has its roots in fcar) it is irircd-i.atcly ap;:arcnt that thcy all conccrn thc lcss
pleasant aspect of thc pastii.rcr and are arr at'u;ltpt to d.isguisc thc fact that
clii-:bing accld-cnts, likc all othcr }<inds1 arc a blood.y ancl distrcssing busincss.

T';o short cxtracts ";;i11 sufficc to d.enonstratc the changc thet, in out-
loolc, 1;hc litoraturo of thc sport cxeirplifi-cs. I ar: not criticising thc authors,
but I ai.l sug6osting that cach is charactcristic of its o-.;n cra, both jn outlook and
stylc, em.d that thc sontii.rents cxprcs,sccl by onc ago';ould- fixd- littlc syr-.rpathy in
thc othc-r:

'Jc d-o not lesscn thc rcclusiv; bcluty of a rock cliff by clinbing it -
and. no onc clsc nocd. rcad- or-u: c1oscri,,ii.ons. Thc Lt:ttcrhorn is
unchangcably thc }[at'ucrhornl for i:11 bli. hu:rdrcdsnho tranplc up and. d.ocp
it &:ring a fc'';'.;'ccks each suiucr. "ic h:vc only to avoid thcn, or to
lcarn rrcrcly to shut thcn out of our nincits cycl and thc sublinity riccts
us urt.iltcrcd.. Clinb upon Lli",;ed-cl clurin.1 all but a fo'i; r,,cek-cnd.s and
holid.ay spatcs of thc JrcCIur forgct rccord and. ruilour, abovo all forgct
all that adnirablc books such .;s this gr:.ld.c hav.: to say :rbout it, and. thc
lift of its soribrc prcciiricc abovc thc rufflcci I:ke, thc challcngc of
each foot of thc stark crags looning into thc lo',;oring cIoud.s, thc col-d.
ruck}c of thc rind-draughts up thc uet rifts and. thc harsh croak of thc
c:cpcctant Rav:n i;i1l givc you back i-rost of thc uac;rtainty a,nd all- of thc
A,-,-r 'i rht thr:,t it hcld. for thosc ,;ho f irst vrnturcd" u;con it.

(Frou thc historicnl scctir..n of tlic 1939 T,li'.;cd-d. cluiclc by Gooffrcy
'Iinthrop You:rg. )



I
ILI; for thc nodern viotryointl

. Thc routc up thc right r;all of scoop !'/ati, our Fathor, is onc of thc
ficrccsta strenuousness and looscflcss1 si,n1l hold"s, advanccd- layback
a3d rlclicacy, srlalI uuflncrs an<1 an occasio]1a1 pitonl alf cor:binc to
r,iakc this a clir,rb rcquiring a conccntrrtion of suirerlativc efforts'
For a safc asccnt, it rucluircs cLtrcltc lcad.crship of thc rrost rti-r,turc

kind., rccognition of tho rtargin tlthout ",;cakncss. Pcssibly, no such

asccnt has cvcr bccn :-iadc. Only thosc r:ho havc cione it rcally }cro"* '

(Stoncy l/lid-rLlcton at thc changc.of lifc; an articlo by ?aul Nunn in
issuc ! of }Jount:,ine 1{:Y I!lO.)

It is not just tii-rc that scir,')r."tcs thc eruthors of thcsc articlcs, but
also a cc.iipfctcfy charrgcd outlook. Llhilst it nust bc ad.ritted. that Llii,'cc1dr unlilcc
Stoncy l,,tiaafcton, lihich rescrrblcs a council tip in atrlos,lhcrc, gives anplo scopc for
a i-tollc lyrical siytc, thc d.iff;r;nca is in thc ap1:roach of cach vritcr to thc

sport: thc first passagc is indicativ: of an trgc that cnjoycd' its clii-ibing princ:-pa1ly
t*,**ough a 6elight in thc sugoun4.ings that thcy found, thei:,sclvcs j-n: the scccnd

pass:,,!: is, in rathcr prctcntious languagc, an rmashancd' "ral}or" 
in vica'rious

cgotisl and. poicr uor"tip. ..1.s I said-bcforc, I havc not choson thcsc ti;o pccplc
becausc thcy reprcsentod vicr,,s that arc extrcr:c, but beca-r,usc thc outlooks they
rcvcal in thcsc passagcs arc typical of thcir tirrcs'

Earlj-cr I s:id" that if 1;rcscnt trcnd.s continuc succcssr and survival ,

l;il1 d-ci:end trorc on luclc than ability, in rlor:ntsin.;cring: for r-iy oln part I think
th.:,t this stat,] of affeirs is alrc,:dy rith us. Fci; rcccnt llir]alay:rr expcditions
havc not rcturncd. t;ith at loast onc of thcir rrr:i-ibcr dcad.. -Lnil in thc rcccnt

Japencsc pcrforrrancc o11 Evercst, -bo cotll.rcuors,tu Exporll, Shcrpas appoar to havc

rcgarclcd- as oxpcnd.able itc1s of cquip,icnt. But plrhaps ric shoufd not cxpcct
orryti.ir'rg clsc frorr a pcoplc'.,hosc outl-ook on such things is that of barbari::'nsc

it lr:y be thought thet in s-:.ying this I ah bcinS unjust I so J.nust confcss to a

vcr,1r 1or opinlon of thc trad.itiinal Japcnoso cthos. ,it fcast thcy can alr;rays clair-i

to ic ncrcly oxagcrating thc prcvalcnt attitud-cs of r:ountainccring. Thc iclcal
nor-r.ntai:r::cr, accord.ing io thc nocl-orn nould, is a gyrnast i;ho is also f':riatical to thc

point of insanity, This being sor thc Japancsc vil-} probably bccor-lc thc trorfdts
lcacling clirrbcrsl no other naiion has so succcssfuly alloycd- a talcnt for suiciclct
fiith such total lacir of inaginat-i-on.



Ho'.,'cvcr, th::y havc their countJrparts in othcr;:arts of thc-r,'or1d., &s th--
prcs;nt voguc for soloing d-cnonstratcs. ft r:ust bc a particularl;r d.cr-ancling kind
of vanity that causes pcoplc to risk thcir livcs for the ai;plausc of thc r:ob, and a
very l:orbid. sensc of valucs that thj:rlcs such conccit, a,nd, carcl,ssness of lifcr so

ad::ir.rblc, Thosc i;ho think it a pr:isclrorihy thing to d.isrcgard. cvcry nc'chod. of
r-rinir:izing the risks inhcrcnt in normtainccring, cannot coriplain if thc rcst of thc
corx:r-rnity placc as littlc v:luo on thcir livcs, as thcy do thcnsolvcs. Yct no onc
of thcsc cgotistic.:,I zc:."lots ;ould. not expcct to bc rescued- fror:. rhatr:vcr situ:tion
ho had iranagcd. to gct hir-iclf, should thc nccd" arisc. fn a i:ord., thcy arc parasitcs;
i;hc trad,c on thc good;il} and pity of thosc thcy froqucntly d.cspisc. Picturc thc
cry of horror if it '"rcrc suggestcd. that thosc uhc d.olibcretcly placc thciisclvcs in
c,..trcnc situations, s;y sclglng ihc Eigcr, should. bc lcft to thcir o',,;n dcviccs in
thc ovcnt of d"ifficulty: such pcoplc obviously think such a clinb to bc uorth a
considel:,.,b1e chancc of d"ying for; thoy cannot thcn fancnt ovcnruch, if inbued. ';1th
thc spirit of d,ca,th or glor.v, thc forncr rathcr than thc lattcr is thcir rcrard,,
r,,Iho antongst us -.,'ould not bc satisficcl to schicvc half his arbitions.

Thc.,;orld- has not arr infinil;'of cor-rpassionl rnd- the ncasure'' it contains
";ould. bc bcst d.istributcd. anrrng thosc rost in n--cd- of its rcccipt. tfhcn onc of our
nodcrn lhcrocsr concs to gricf , his sycophi-lntic acurirctrs t;i11, should hc survive,
trcat hin cith a d.cfcrcnce that usually aclcno';1cdg.s r..3cor4lishi:cnt; if he d.ocs not,
thcir conclolcnccs r,rill bo sinccro; thcy l;i1l bc thc coli.riscrations of thosc:;ho
havc just discovcrcd., -";ith shockoci surprisc, that noithcr hc, or thcrtsclvosr arc
aftcr all, irar.rrtal, In contrast to this synpathctic at';ituc1c, thc posturc adoptcd"
to",,,r,rds noviccs llho cor.te to gricf oftcn t:rkcs'chc forit of ccnsurc, or dcrisionl thc
forir:r attitud.c is exclplificd by thc stricturcs, hc:r1rcd upon beginncrs xho havc
accidcnts, by ell thc porii:ous i,roreliscrs mho no:. infcst thc sport, and-';;ho hopo that
thc gravc ancl ostcntati.rus nanncr in lrhich thoy flaunt thcir opinions, ',;i11 c.lusc
othcrs to rccognize thc i:entlc thcy have alrcacly assuilcd; thc ilantlc of lE:rycrtl.
-A.t sor-rc tirrc or o'chcr -r;c have all bornc ;itncss i;o thc ponti-fic;tions of tircsc sclf
stylcd cxpcrts. Thcy,;;i]1 pronourrcc';;ith cffcctcd gravity on thc sins and onissions
of thosc uafortunltc to havc an accici:nt, (h,ritur"r, such pcople arc strangcly silont
if the victin is a notcd. r,r..:t-.,bcr of tho clii:bfurg ";orlr1) and cill vigorously cond.cn
a1I r,'ho, rt",;cro not propcrly equipped" - vhatcvcr that 1ay l:can? l,{any clilbcrs lrust



iir rroro a.frtlicl. uf irr:rolwur.:cnt in. an accident rhore they are found to laclc srone iteill
of' lploper equiirr:entt, (a lrhistle or cor:plss perhaps?) th:n in injury itself .

Ho'.roverr shoulcl any of tl:o irotable c:rpcd.itj-ons suffer casualties -usr-ral1y
by deliberately placing theriselves in positions l.rhere casu,r,Ities &re probable,
rathcr th-,rL possible - not a t;ord- i-s heard. fron sclf-appointe d. guarciians of the
pastii-:c. Li}..e i:any r:f their kind- they are r:ostly conccrneci',;ith enha;icing thcir
oun prestige, rnd. criticisr,t of r:or.mt.rinccringrs irli;ls is noi; an efficacious nethod.
of pulsuin3'this ain.

Of thc derision I Lrave i:cntioneil the eviclencc is, sadly, all too connon.
In clays titat are not so far in thc clistent past s;rious acci<icnts riould. engendor
a scnse of clejection ancl disr:ay anongst all clii$ers, noi;i - c:;cept r;,hen thc victin
is proninent in the sport - such cvcntr: froqucntly irrovolic an:used. i-nd.iffer.cncc, orr
if thc cause of thc acciclent ir:.r,s bcen sonc particularty Eross error of technio;u.e
connittccl by a.n inevit.rbly nescient neu-coner to the pastiiie, that snug d.crision
thich is l1tt1c better than suppresscd. hilarity. (The scntincn-bs I have crlticized.
herc I have hcartl pcrsonally, they are not eonjcctures,)

f:rcrcasj-ng brutalisa,tion is a cor-i'lon ad,junct to cxcessive autisr:; a
prcdilcction 'to sce onel s self arrcl actions as thc ccntrc around. .;irich all d.oes or
shoulcl rcvolver is not en attitude that tend.s to lrroducc tirat gcnerosity of s,:irit
i;hich tolcratcs, and s;rtipathiscs ,,.'ithr thc faili-ngs-and :dsforlunes of othci'S. .

This is onc cause of thc changed outlook of tire sport. rlnother is thc fact th:t
sincc clir,,bcrs al:)pcar to havc assur-lcd- the rolc th.rt glacliators once held. in anciont
Ror.re, -birey no longor fcel tirat l'b is incr-rrrbcnt on -bhci.r to justify thc sport to the
public. A popul-r.ce to "hon all clii:bcrs .;orc onccrl,adr, ';ri11 sit in thcir gulliblc
thous;,ncls to r;atdr so;lc pcrforllcrs of notc go through thcir prc-arr:r,nged. tricks,
accoltp-'.nled. by a b;nal .lnil adulatory cor.i:cntaryr a fo,:i d.eeths alre nori ccighccl against
so i:uch vj-c.r.rious plcasurc. :ie ha-re no.,'l rcachcdL a point;hc::c ignor-'Lncc, or tirc
occasional lapse of attcntion, (fotn of l'hich arc lnscp;rablc fror: any huira.n
activity) receivc thc conclerination of r-rany; but thc sor-b of courago that ::ou1d. be
bcttcr clcscribed. as ind.iffcrcnce'co lifo, or i,,anton stulriclity; is acclarncd. by al1 .
li sacl stato of affairs.



i:iy roiiarks so far havc bccn of a d,cprcc.:tory and neg;tivc n.-lturc, so tcrrcdress thc b.llance, rlncl rcfute thos:';;ho',:i1 1, by noir, havc coiic to ,uhe conclusir,nth:'t'rhc lount-.r,inc.:ring I f"rvour i-s a corr;l-ctc c,nsculil,'cion of the sport as thcythink of it, I'.:i11 d-cscribc'r,ltosc fcatur;-s of thi pas'iirrc tira.L I thlnk aro of v:]uc,mcl the sort of outloolc that;rl-1 cn;aged. in thc slrort ..oulci d"o;oll- to cultiv:tc.
''Ihcn f si-r,y that thc only cl-cfcnsible lrc'r.son for clii,brng is t,rr.:t it givcsplcasurc to thc pcollic,;ho inriul5c in it,,rithout costto arryon: else, it i;i-II bcaccclotocl as obvious b;r sff. Xvcn thosc,,,rho I have invc:-l;hca against l;i1l clainthis rcason - of si:r1:Ie pleasurc in cliirbing - as thcir solc notivc for thcirlhcroict c1ccc1s. This, hor:cv;-r, is to takc a very supcrfici:,l vici., of tho r:ratter.

Thc p,:rticul- rr va,luc of i:ror.::r-b,rinccring, is its a}:i]ity to givc thosc .,rho
parbicillatr: in it, an outl-ct for thc spcntancous irr-pulscs'ch;t a rcchanisticindustri:rl civilisation d-onlcs nost of its inhab:_tants: this, togr:thcr .,;ith thc factth':'t this ac'ri'rity trlccs;rlac; in surroundings'bhat arc unlikr thoso i1 ,;;hich p;op1enor:iir.ly livo is its 6rcat attraction. (ntrc f:.ct th:-L bhc ordcrocl ucch.:nic.r,1 lifc car.:ol:rt: to l,lost t]ountain r:5ions, ancl-'uhc fal .j-l-i,-r,rity of tit,, sccncry, nay accor-rnt for thel-ac}< of cliilbcrs fror-: thesc rc,;ions.) To gct'r,ho irost out of clii,rbing it is ncccss.1,ryx* to incur al cert.r,in aircunt of ril;k, -i,]r-ia bcinS; thc only ;;:,y ilr:,t the acquirccl skill** to ovcrcoilc it) ancl it ls thc c:corc i;;c ol iliis sl;ill ilr3t is onc of thc chicfpleaourcs of c1ir,,bing. It ;nablcs thc rlo.urnt:in:.jr: 'Lo scc, .,mc1 cnjoy, tcruain thatiroulcl o-i;hcrl,'isc bc too rlangcrous to travel j_n.

Jrsto tho eilount of risk i;hat is unc1,::t:k;r:, ih.t .:ifl d.c1;cncl on thc ski1lof thc indiviciu.rl; but cli;tbcrs aplrcar to cnjoy thcnsclvcs i:ost uhcn,uhcy fccl 1hccltancc of gctting hurt to bc:icgligiblc, not bccausc tho sitr-ration thcy ir: in isinltcrcn'cIy safc, but bccausc thcy fccl thcir nastcry of an othor.,..isc rl.,rngcroussitul''tion. At such tincs 1rco,r1e say that.'i;hcy arc clir:bing lrcll. Convciscl-Jr ..,,h;.n
-i:hcy arc cliirbing bac1ly (assui:ing ritncss), i'o is iluo to a lack of conficlcncc i,thc ;bility to ovcrcoilo thc d,'r-ng,ors'r;ircy Levc sci bcforc th.:nsclvos, in a -,:ord. it isfcar, arrcl elir-ibcrs d.o not enjoy -bhis.

Our rlorc t heroic l frirncls
thcir 1t1c:r,surc is in i:raving clonc -i;hc
bct: eon thcsc tr o attituclcs i s ilrc
and- -bitosu of thc rc;son.lblc t-,;u.r"

J6+( BnT .JEII TI-E,SJ T iO tnns Rl,,ins rOf a
d.ocs not ncccl any skillt

ho',,'cvcr, d.o nl,t cliltb for such elli:blc rcasons,
clii"rbe r1o'c :_n cioing it. Tn ,cho cliffc;:cyrcc

gulf 'chat scpara-bcs -b.hc cihics of thc barbari:.n

cli:-rbcr can bc uscd. (for a situ:-bion r,.ithout risll



To thcn plcasuri-. is not, lto s;lend a.,ilal}l Sull]ly ci:uy tr:aciing thc dry rid'ii-cs and.

buttr:ss:s of sr-,nc rilclsh or Cu:ibriait crlt€i, i;hcn str':iluous activit;r altcrn:tcs uith
'blissful inactivity, so bhet'bhcrc aIC r-'lol.icnts spcnt rcc)-ining in thc s111L oI1 sol:]c

bilberry-clilcl torrl"u"...t, bu1 is a:-nnllic-rl qu;st -Lo inc::oas: their collection of

routcsg so that thcy iray bask j:r th.-.ir o":n and thcir fnonrlts adr'-:-rrtiln' Thcy erc

Iikc lat'ccr-cl :y Viki-nEsr i.3yror;n'b of th:ir sulrc)u::rd'inCs, ;nC' only conscious of thc

p1::rd.:r ttrai irill ,,.goify in.i, st:,n6ling in thr: b:ibc. I hlvc of'uen' hcard pcoplc

oltprcss a cicsj-rc to cfir-tl onthc Ch:i,:onix ei;ui11cs -r';j'lin, but I h'ivu yct to hcar

of r;nyonc ",;ishing to cliilb 'i;hi: ili5crr'']nd ::iorc thart oncc'

This articl-o is unf in:r-shcd" anci r:111 br: continuud in tlic ncxt }To:;s1ltt;r'

+t +t tl it )t ,6 t( rr {e

rrr+ !jIC!.IE__OE A P-f$lIJtr ,.., oE--r*LSr.|Bq1 Bv 11. Bonnctt.

scvcral pcints ucrc riadc in thc forcgoing articlc that I 'i''oulcl lish to

qucs"bion; I havc sct thcn out bclol:'

Thc irloae in thc orcning pa::ag:raph, that, bccausc thc olci- r:an had f:uilcd
in his lifc long taske hc had. rr"t"a his life sccr:Is, tr: nc rathcr prctcntious' Hort

c:lrr ol,1c hr-uran bcinal jurL3c bhc valiclity of anothcrt s cnd-c-)vours. /J usc ott-r o"rn

c:q;cricnccs a' a y,iri,stici',; this tcclrniquc having bccn tlcr:onstratcd frorr tir:e
iiucno::ia} to bc unrcli;:,blc. If inny of tlro grcat-l'hinlccrsl artists ancl invcntors
of thc past hacl listcrnccl to thc sco:rn uf thcir contcrli.roraricsr progrcss, as l:c

iloacurc it, ''rould hir,vc bccn pi'Lifully slo'""'

In th: seccnd- paragraph thc char;1; that f-anatics bccorrc boring is a good

ono. Thcrc is ie ck:.ni.;cr hor;rcvcl,r that thcir critics Imy bccoi'lc cqually nalrlro"l l'lindccl

in 'bhcir critiscn and., ir. turn, bccoric bo::cs'



Thu so callcd cult of 'r,hc hard- n.rn is i:crcly ln cxlrcsjsion of niltl s

norla1 outlook to",,,ard,s lifc ancl its activitics c,'c1lrosscd. j-n noutt'r,Ainccring tcrils.
It is j:r thc vcry naturc of tran, a nori,ral conpctitivc artii:al , to rcspcct thosc r;hcr

cxccll in any choscn cL11ing. Christianity has its Jcsus Chrlst, Colualrisll its
Lcnln, Physics its Einstein, Art its Picasso... ancl so on acl il.!1,'tlsG&-1. :'l-e all nccd-
and indcccl ranufi..r.cturc, IIEROIS.

The r"r:arks conccrming thc rolc of thc Japarrcsc cluring thc rcccnt
fntcrna'r,ional Xvercst Xxptd.ition arc particularly intc::csting. Far fron bci:rg
nationalistic nco-fascis-bs-bhuy, :;rc1 thcy alonc, scclicd io bc prcparcd to act as
portcrs ancl a back up tc;.n to r.iillans antl lla'.ston. So rl-rch so in fact that thcy havc
alrcad;r bcen invitcd- to join thc ncxt c):pcclition.

fhc ass;rtion that tho progrcss of nountainccring into t:orc d.angorous
tcrrain is thc rcsult of an "orEy of sclf congratulatj-onfris sonc-bhing of an
ovcrsin;rlification. Uhilst thcrc is undoubtably so:rc of this ,orcs;nt thcrc is also
thc natural instinct of iun to cxplorc or: go ilhcrc no lan has gonc bcforo. Thc
grcatcr thc d."mgcrs jnvolvciL thc arca'tcr thc tenpta'cion to tako thc risks ancl thc
g:rc:tcr thc pcrsonal satisfaction ur,rcrl a succcssful conclusion to thc fcat.

Thc cuphci:is-bic apliroac'ir-bi, tir. 'r,)olru is nclthing i-torc than a rcflcction
of our tiucs. Llen has ccasccl to ca,ll : s-uad.c a;paclc a long iiirc ago..rl'Iso thcrc
is nothing particul,erly good c:: bacl in u$r-.]c; ',orr.l,.'r lrhc clcacLr fri,'"-irtcncci or ch:.;tsy.
Th,': s1:ueg vcrsions aTil3 ticrcly .;orC.s that cur:' l:rticuler to a s1:ort, and likc all
spccialist slang, ncrcly convcy a licaning to th.l acli:crc.;'i;s of that particul3.r sport.
Sccausc thcy arc not rcadily unrlcrstood by all and curCry d-ocs not ind.icatc thc
rrcirtal abnorr:r,libics of thc uscrs ancl in fact rcvcal absolutcl)r nothint abou-b thu
UPU! ).

Thc criticis,r of th: nod"irrr attitud"c is rathcr hard. to undcrsta,nd,.. It
is rathor: likc looking into tlrc c.rpty stablc, aftcr thc horsc h:s boltccl, a,nd pig
hcacLcd-1-y rcfusing to r:cognisc th*, anii.u.r,ls abs;ncc. Xvcry cf iirbcr kn,:rs that
atti-'buclcs havc changcd- as bhc sport has naturccl and broadonccl its horizons. Thc
cliirbing stanri,ard.s of tod.ay r.jqr-rirc clinbcrs of a vc:ry cLiffcrcnt ircnt:l apilroach for
e succcssfu] ascunt to thc appro::.ch rcquircd on thc r:ld- far:hion,.:d cl-ii.rbs. rI statist-
ical point raiscs its ug;ly hoad hcrc: if uod.r:rn clir:bjrs dcrmdcd thv salio
atrrosph;rc as tl:uir carlior counturparts "bhc clir:bs anci cliffs giving this
atnosphcre uould- b'i ovon r.io::c hopelcssly ovcrcrr:';ck:d than t.hcy arc no"'i. Thc



-L.r.lc;t'ay of clilbing gr,rr.Lirels [r),i trs:C, in titis cor;nt::y'.;or-r]d, harci]y colrc'";-i-tLrin ihc
scor.r of 1"r" G" .; . Yi;ungl r: :i,'t'r,i-buclcs "

Thc ch:'rgo 'bh:r't, L1s l]c't/ er-'J'Ls of ciiffi-cu1-b;r 31; cx'rlorocl' sc -lc Llovc

f-r-on,:"};rizrg on skill to r:li,,:ncu cn luck is not s-brictl;r trul' Cert;inlJr,
.,rh;n e t'rr',.'arJ.., r;f t1; S,rt,llt rS firsi; a'b-i,c;:.;,tuci-, lu-cL;:'LS v:ry iil;'rc'a{3n1 ; this
f.:cto:: t;nds to ciir-linish as f:i'iiliirit;r 'i-th thl s':ccial ;rcbl-':is and t:clrniqucs
rutlui,:c11 is 6i:i_nccL. Tnj-s is::.:.y-1-1rj-}}1stret,,i- in th: his'i;ury of thu Eig':r 1{ord..';;,trd."

itr'-i; fi.r-'st accicicnts"";r- rifc buf , as i'i''r; "'';nt b;r ':'nc-L Lltc s'occial i:rob1c"s of thc
Iiig;r .;c::c gr:Juall;r unC-.:rstooc'L-Llie rolirncJ ol1 purclucl'; ctil:inishcd until accid't--n1;s

J:Ccunc l-cSs anrl- lCsS and- SucCossl'ul acCCntS j--l{)IC Col l: .rx-'lacc.

Tll,j sugfjcstjirn th.'"t th.:,T.ilaircsu lacL-- iiil,i';ina'bion can sc)on bc rcfutcc]-
ry ru::cly gol2r*4 tho trcublc 'Lo lc;r:k ir,t J;pan;sc ar-b, litira'cr-rrc, architccturc,
flo.;rr arlanl:J;cnt r1nfl- th: nan;r o'chcr shills reo,ui-ring ;;rcat il;.;inition l,nd- ;+reirfri
epp::cci-,:.tion of bcauty sho'.:n by 'uhis ;-rarticul':il: l'llc'J.

)

,.nc1 finallyl
ai:bitrons -is a rrln '.:ho

nc c1i-ccrc c:lisi .,;1cc .

-'uhr tnn tiho is sa"'risfi;cl by ilchicving only h:lf of his
is v.:ry ca.sil;' satisfii:d. and is llrcr-''lrcc1 tc livc 3 vory

-r + -)i -r -x. -)t t( -)( tt
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It h',ld bJcn a.pl.:asan'b niglit, Alyeon ancl I havin;; itivor-reci:cl by Littlc
Tr;rf;n to il,voicL l;eying ( lc aiOntt think r:ur buclg;ts ::ould. s'r,rctch that il;r). .:.f Lir
such nightr:arish thoughts as tho fari-icr scarching fcr us, acco;lpani-cci by six
bl-ooclthirsty a1 satlarrs, to r,tcasurc us both up to s;c ho',; i-lJny squarc inchcs cf his
boulcicr spaco i,,'c ;'Jrc using, I cventunlly nociclccL off .

Thc prcvious d.ay had. tracl its i:oncir-bs. Jon anC" 3i-r,rry hacL ascendccl Trl,fan
by thc Grccivod. Arctc and";rhcn 1ro sa-..'thcr nc:rt, at bout si:l olclock th;:,t cv;ning,
thc;r '1,'si3g both still rccovcring fror-i thc :.ft,:r cffccts of scv;rc dchydratic.n, I b
thinh tl:at it'r.roLllc1 bc fair to s:y-bl:at thcy',;ould bcth llkc to pass on thcir
culrs'-ls to tirc t;ro pcop1c thcy prss,:d,, ilrinliing oran:;c, botir peopJ-c sccr-:ingly
inc "pablc of ta"king a hint. Alyson .enil I hacl solo:cl around- o, Littl" Tryiair anO
th;n;,:"11ccd ui: to Braich ty Di[u',",hcrc ",rc 1cd. through on ]innacle Iiidgc. i;'c .i;hcn
,lccj-d-i', to gc, d.o.,ln to Llyn Ogricn for a s1jill.

It r.,as Sr:nd.ay norn:ng no,,; :nc1 .'l1}rgon anil I, af-Lcr having sug3.cstcd. to
onc anothcr that ',,'c 5ct up, thi: r:in started. feJ ling. .jc lcapt up and lm<lc a raci
d-a.sh for Jonr s c'-ir. ic -,.r--rc 6r;otod" by Lirs. liil-li;irs rubbing hcr hri,nCs.rrBccn ci:,r;ping, then?rl

r?No.rr I rcpliccl truthfully. Aftor h:vinii br:ihfast cool.,ccl by our shcrpas
Bari-'y -'nc. Jon I clcciu.;d- 'co uash ny platc (Untltce ny uncivrtj-sccl corrp:rnions). I
dai;c1lcd- :long :.mc1 suCcicnly ro,;liscd- 'chat thc clcctric s'i,orr-i, prcviously at OE:en,
rras clircctly ovcrhcacl. f i.:aJ.e a:racl- clash for it. Thc i,tinil bcggl;,J .. ttr; pfitc
.. i-Ic-b:;I ... a GOO) cond-uctor, Tire lightcning ;as fI;:lshing across -Lo fryfCn and
'r,hcn1;hc Carncclc].s rncl baclc again, rc jur-ipo,J i.irto-bhc c&r rrtd. tcrc off to.:arils
Car:cl',:Ith thl: storlt ftillo'.ini; on ouJ ho;ls. On rcaching Tr;,::d.oc Jon and B:rry
clccild" -bo CLo Ob;ron.

Alyson sug;cscccl, riltun ih.:,Jr 1,31qrncdr that ;c havc a tiass ascJni of
Branblc Suttrcss, ,i,: onl]r harl t,;o.rc)us ir.L'r"d,..jo tho ro'',c i.ras 1o.;crcd. d,o.,;n to i:c
by A1yson. Tlic ropc got cau;ht ert 'bir; -i;r-;,, ''ll thc s;cond- pitch b-.lo.,,, ilrc pinnaclcs.
5o huad f irs'; f clcscurrclccl into ';hc irolc tu"5,1;i;r.,: fr-lntic:;l-1;, u,t thc ropc,
nvun-buall)r I ,,ron.

Thc s-ccnC pitch haci its iroi'r;n'Ls. -.f-b:r 'il:c j'rf bocr':.tir i;.lntclsh:lf
(Guinoss Bo.ol< of ilccorcls 1tleas; nci;c) f r;rs *.,clvisof."n). rilJrson to r]-c it jn socks.I tcok.ly br:o'bs cff :nd- st:rtcd, -br-r lrantclshclf anci succcocl;cl. ?ho tr-:vcrsc into
'r,hc slop,ing holci c:ru,.scc} i-ry loft 1o6 to gror ancthcr six inch:s

It ',;es this cpic boginin6, tl-ra-b causccl nc i;o put/BPrc Scrar.lblc Branbl-o
Va,ri:.irt. Stanclarcl: st.;,:id.y hard. i;;;trc:rc, cxtrc.1c]y priclcl_;' anrj r:n1y Loclor1t; in
cr.',r,i-rons. This r.-,u'tlc is id.c,':1 fcr bo'canists. Ii'ol-1o,,; thc obvious linc to thc lcftof til; foot of Br:i.:blc Buttrcss. fri',.v3rsi: lcIt "Lnd- up a hict-d.cn slopc to ;: tr;c by
ilcj,1Ls of souncl rol:,ts" Gol*ft cf :n l1c1.-.i Tr:c, ropo ton,j.s-bc bincL rcuncl ilr; trco
st-:ni'j- on"i;hi tr;c until -i-t bcn,-r.s at riEht;n,,..;l;s, Th:r; is a t:n:l:ncy to bc
ca'r]pultcci off 'rlic cr:g hcrc. l,!..ic.: a fc,r clui-ch r:ovc6'bhrlu_r,h br'...r-rblcl (rntcr,::-b1ng
in shorts). Thc corrbination of cj.'-)oriiur,,., Lroncysuclll: anrl g:lL:}ic plants iiakg thc
llovctj particularly ov.-i:1.tot:cring. U;:rig.l d-.lnC;licn fcii: "lic]. 1.,u11 up to a lccli1-..
n:.,;arc of using slugs as hold,s ,. bho;,. c;n b.:coi_rc un;j]-cac],rtty violont.



'ltontinuc tr-r tiru tup by iiurr,rrs Lrl .xrrssol:bitn'L of grass, ivy -lnd- foxglovcs. Thc top fc'ir,
l-rovc$ a:-'c rathur unt)luasurt rs thc vci-1.:t.:,tion givcs...c,y -bc rucli.

Thc u,'-ic of crai,.'rrrns or,, pr)So sticir 1r'o111-c1 ccrt:inly i,rakc thc rr;uto casicr.
Flush;d-';rith victurlr ",.,s sf-1.d di,.;n-i:r, th: farl:.;;itLr'uhc gricc of ilargot

Fonta;rnc ancl thonc: to thc cer encl- -bhu' crtrl- of a,nuthl:r cv.:ntful '.;;chcnc1.

(C"rt..r,in d-iagrans.,:rc incl-u"ricd. inthuori;tln:l Lranu-scrii-rt but thcy have
not bccn pr:inb;cL as i'b ras fclt-bhat th';r r:crc prcjuclrcj-.rl to thc iloral r;elfarc of
thc Club. rl'huy havc bccn frjr,;r:r,Tdcd to thc crLitor r:f th: i3hagavad, Gita in thc ho1:c
that-bhc:y r.uy bc of soi:c assis'cancc. ... Xditorrs lTotc?)

t(+t**Jer+)t*;+
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A nci; routcc thosc,,,'orcls conjurc up thoughts of untold. glory. It;as
such a C'ay. Our hcr,:r cr ra,thcr hi:loin.;e h:.r,ving failcd. to achrcve thc noccss,:ry
shclf on thc last pitch of Br:rrrblc Bui'cruss, usini; such unircar<l of conbin;tions as
boots, o::c sock ancl ono boot, t:r: ,.;oclisl bar; fc;t, cr'l,npons otc.r sucld"cnly hacl
hcr a'r,tcntion snatch:d by a vcrlr strrl., looking, tt)_c.,ur;r-vcrtic,:,1-'rhan-horizontalI
Iinc risini; sharirly r-rp thc iruch ovurgro,,;n lcft guIly. U;ron dcciclin;; that this
';;ou1c1 givc rror; i:lcasurc to our;ls.,iring hard .;or:an a clarini; cxposccl stcp ilas tekon
lcfb into the gully. Thc rcs'ling placc, a vcry slondc:: looking ash trcc, l,'as
rcachcd- aftcr lru.ch cursing (Scccncl asccnticnist notcc cli:-rb to thc left of thc trcc).
Fron this cxposcd. st;rrcc our intrc,,:id- lady nail-c :r. HVS novc on'i,o thc loft val-I to a,n
cxtrciroly pr':ci:,rir:us situr:,tion is forc,:c1, r:uch against hcr conscicncc, tc usc a
fox3'lovc for aic1. A fe; novcs of about VS stend-ard. locl- to ti"rc su:i-rit.

An ovcrcull grading of llxtr;nc 'iias suggcstcd- - and" juciging fron thc han<ls anC
and. lorccs of thc 1acly I prcsurlc this is telicn tu ncan tr)xtrcncly Priclcly. t,Iost pcople
r,'ou1d. no',; bc' contcnt to rcturn io tirc car la piccll but not our horoinc; rho concluilcs
a noar pcrfcct first asccnt 1cy glis:rachng d.o'u,,n thc l;;y off, using thr r,J;r purrt:-on of
a p:r,ir of rruch riissucd. lcvis.

t(YrrF-r)e*ttlFtF



!In',P S_T.OR::G! SC-IICIruS trI i}Oli];! t[.r^iT]ON,it*l1!]I(-,.

:s n.rl_:E__q"-gq1 ritc1f, q t c r.t As o clc f tcj_

}'tost la,rgc po'!;:cr plants, i:rcIu-t1ing nlrclca.r policr stations, arc stcanrr''isi]rg anii talcc fron B to 12 hours to builJ- up bcforc tircy start gcncra-bing, so
th:'"'L it is not r;ortlr closing thon clo..,n cluring iff-pcak lcriccls" T:;o largc rJsevoirsarc built1rith high ri.at:s, onc ai)r)rox. fr000 ft. abovothc o'bhcr. During thc off-pca,k pcriod"s surplus ulcctricit'. is us;d tr: ,rui-tp ,,Jatcr frot-r thc 1o..1 lako into thchi3hcr onc' iihcn clectricity is nocd-r,.cu cluring ihc short pcak pcriocls, thc riatr:r isallc';icd. to fl-o'"; back tc: the l-o'..';r: ri.;cv,:'i:3r Ariv:-ng thc gincrrior* in thc por,,crstaticn, Thc cyclv is a dlily otic, ..,i'Lir th; l-,--..cr l":.ht at its 1o,.;-.st lcvel-s in
clalrNir--r"1 -cxposing a larg,'r arca r,'f fI.rol.:cl l;nl. Tl:c ris; ancl fall in thc ,iatorlcvcl ls g::est - thc rescvcj-r at Cri,: St:;l;r ij(-',ii u'l e;rcl cLi,:.-n 65tt. \jv.rry 2{ hours.Thc Ffcstlniog ?ui:pccl Storagc schcr,lc is linkud. tL;'ir:r.,,sfynyd-cl -l,tonic por;cr Stetion;th; prr:irosod. purr;o;c1 stcr:gc schc::e (s) :;i1l bc . I.inl;e .i b,; '.,yrfa lro:,-Lr station.
r !:r- .-afc th-_ pfc o

Ovcr thc lras'u yc;r,r, or norc, thc Ci:ntr:ll Xlcc';ricity Board- havo bccn
considcrin5J and survcying thrcc possibl.: sitcs in Sno,,;i1or.r.o. Th"uo arc at Crocsor,
abovc Doli,ydcl''larrr anc-L at Llanb*is. &riti:115r onl;r sn,. of thcsc schuiics".:ou1d_ bcconstructcd, bub if pornission is obti:incd. fc;r this, thcn thcr; is no cloubt thatthc othcr t::o, a;nc1 r:oro in th-. futurcr;:oulr]. also bc built.

:i11 th- schur-ics rlil1 involvc 1.:rg: clails, unclorgiiuncl po,;cr stations, Z4ft,';;id.c acccss ro:,-Ls ancl nilcs of ov;rhu-,,c1 {or0OO volt traruiission lj:rrs.
Croesor r:r:uld.:,,:par:nt11, involvc a l_o...cr dan 110/16oft. high and. onc nilc",;iilu, across thc louth c,f til: vall;;r. Thc upccr c1a:i,.:cu1c1 bc 295fb" high. Thc

ProPbbocl -1cccss roacls for this sch::.ic arc particul,:lry con-.rfc)lr Iinkj-ng up ovcr tho



\
,f,1,,r;*u ': il,l'L 1;h' cxisting schct,ic at tr'fcs;tiniog.

, .lt t)ol".yi,'..:1an th:i:c r:ru-lci bc ei 18Oft. c-l::,, i;::',c'.1i-.tci-y abovc -bhe vil-1ag:,
acr-css th,] j.,rL.it;h oll C,,'i.i I).rn.-r.l i"Ircn. Thc ula'i)cr'llJS,lvoiI;;or-ll-d" bc fo::i:rc1 by tnr.rc cl"a,:-.s

aBcvc 1ll-;r,L:r'l:lr.r li'f.:l;t-ini,)€ir )o1'.;yc';c',:1:ln i.l1cl C'.;i: Pcnll.l,chno. ,; 'parcntly Lhis sch3l,l;
is th; rrorit r-i r.tj-sf:ctr,:r:y frc.,:"r tho tcchnrc-'.I poi:ri of vlc-,,'.

' l,l,',th th.t Crci:sor: :ncl- .Dol",rydc'i.c1 ,ln scil',t.ics r;culC. involv; i.lilcs ,rf
tram'li-r-lsicn c.:,bIos ecrogs solo of 'chc t.,;;.;t b,::u'r,rful p:1,:-bs of Sircl"','cl-onia.

i:i'b Ll:,n]:cris: sovrlr,'.1 :,1-b;r=ri'",,'civc sclt;rlas hav,o 'ir;':n rlui f or:ilarri. Thc :io::st
i-luulcl ]tevc involv;,L both 111,:r ?:.cLarn :::d- Llyr: P;::is :s tli' lcil,'::: ro:ovcir, -':ith a

baregc ccross Peinrn at l.:n L1;tr. Thc cu.r:icnt prolris-f: er; fr;r {Oft. h:i-,6ir tlaLls
(abov; 1;ri:s;nt-.'at;r lcvel) at bo'bh cncls of Lt;'n l;ris lnd a l-00f-b" ca:: bo cnlo'rgc
'chc lalcc at i.,hrchlyn 1,[r,r,,,'r. T;o accJ[,s ro:d.s lou.Lil bc n:cclcci, oiIC';o ]larch]Jrn Ha'.,'r

en,-]. oitc ecross thc spur of i!]icl-ir F:ich to a t sL,rgc slil.ftl at thc tr.rp cf th(l quarrics,
Tl:: ovcrhci:,cl trt,nli:sion lincs '..,oulil" sta.r-t frcl: Dinor',;ic, Eo bchinc]. 1:i-nl.,len irrrri
cventu:,Ily to 'bhc s;itching s'clttlrt at P,n-bir'

rt"-z T.1 anh.rri.,?.:1I.y !!-:t+l*1.:_{*

Llenburis alr?cai:s to bc th; sitc in.;llich thc C.f"G"3. arr r:iost
in-bcrrstcdr. at pr;su::rt andi is 'chc schclrc forl.hioit'Lhc itost cle'b;il-od. 1:1ans havc bccn
dre-..1 up.It is nca:::st to Pcntir, :;irich is thc I.[in siiitchln3 st;tii,n in'r;r'tis 1l-lrt
of tiori;h,ia1cs. It'.;oulcl prob;'0l)r bc ihc chc*r,post schcil.c -Lo cori&ruct. Thc felcos:lrc
alrca,.ly thcre, avcicLing thc flcioc1-ing of farnl-ani'L ctc. Llyn Pcris is n':t in tho
IT;tional l)ark (th: bcunc,ry rujls arounc1 its sliorc), th'ugh l,ilarchlyn I'ia.r is. Thc
Dinorric/ir,ita::ch1;7n Qu;rrics alrc;--r,l;r forr: a tblott on 'blt: lanclsc;:,1tc anil ;.oul-t1,
prcsui-lab1y, bi: ti"l-icci u,r to scr.,o cxt;nt by thc schc::c.

Thc situ a'cion 1s siirif;rr to 'ch.t l;hich aJosc ovrr thc siti,g of thc thirci
Lonclon airpc,rt;.t Cublington or Foulnoss. fn th:-s c3s;', ihcrc is ccrt;:,in to bc a
grcat.rlcal of oppositii:n io both thc D.-.,I.;yd.rL;}an.lnd. Crocsor schcr,ics, ';;h:Lch aro boih
bcau-bifu1 r)arts of thc 1:'Tttionel !:,rir. }I;ny i.li:o1:lc f :cl, lr;rlleps ;;ith sortc justif ic-
:tion, that'che Llanb;ris schrilc in 1ts:lf ;oulci not bc so iracl f.r:ou thc visu.rl/ar::nity
pcint of vic';,-

Thc County Plarmirr;; Corltittcc arc alpar;n'blycpltoscd to thc Llanbcris
sch;nu, bccausc thc prol'r.rscrl Cou:riy Park :."bovc L;m l:iri-arn',,ouli.L hc eifcctccl ancl also
bcc;:,usc it...ouic1 lrror"rri thc use of f,hr"tltyn l{a::r for iloncstic;at.:r supply (t'trc
prJs.rn'r ii:1trovcr.:cn'us at i:n,.,:chlyn arr: bcin3 car::ioc} outio prcvii.Lc i;atcr for:kr-i-co;y)
I'Io-,:over, thc final clecisions i;ill- bc r,r.-r,Co at th'. Parliat-t:ntar;r stagc ::rd thcrc is
littlo d.oubt that if any of thcse schc:rcs arc ,:11o'.;cc1, it ";ii11 bc thc onc lrroposcd.
fori;hc Llanbcris :lrcr.



Jg_;[!tqr_q q,ny trosLrf -_cSgJ:.g1]sc?-ft.;oulr1 bc possiblc 'b,: h:,vc lo',:cr cl,:,r-ts on LI;m ?:ris, by havini; thc
po..cr s-ba'blon d..:.:;:lcr undcrgii;urrc-1, fhc tranliissir.'n lincc coulcl bc bu.iccl und"crgro'irnc1.
Tiris'.:ould" rctrovc t';o of thc cycsorcs. Cor:i:::olis: coulc1- only bc achicv:d- by conplotc
o_r-pcsition to ail- the sch;ncs frou lhc ons;t.

Colproitisc, ho';;cvcr, still lrcr,ns th:rt i;hc closccr,:'cicn of thc National F'lrll
h:.s bc5un a^nc1 lhat thc thin .:nil r:f thc '.icrlgc has bccn Crrivcn rn.

T hc -llSa el&-_!ho__L .n cls crltr; .
Th":ru is n'.r n':ccl tr: strcss thc obvious cffccts on thc land-sc.:1.tc of th;3rcl,e

l;hich js its irost v.llu,rblc gssut:ircL'chc forxrrla'uion r:f i;h: tourist inclustr;r. Thc
vic',.'urr aricl. d.o',;n Lla,nl:;ris Pass'.,ill bc consiclcr:bly chan;cci. Thc ahrosphorc of li;nt
Purise cut off by r 4"0ft. cl:.:i, ';i11 be ruin:c}. Tiic tticlcri-r.irlit on Ll1m ?uris, causcdi
by th; d.lily risc:rrii fall of 30f-ir., i,,i1l bc particularly objcctionablc. ;\t lfla.rctrly'n
';h.: hu3i: cl:i.r anul l:l:e: '.;hicli,.'.111. ri:rc rncl f.;,11 105ft., vill ruin onc of tLrc;tost
bc::,utiful ,-urd loncly c'.ll.rs in 3n,r r.i-i:,nj-a. itlhc ov;rhlacl tr-'.ns,,.ission lincs 1::,ss ihri-.ugh
an 3rc.l, of clcsignrtcd- 0utst:ndiiu,_ ll..ii:r 3,:::uty. Bo'ch thr l,iarcltl)rn Dait, thc access
roacl-s ,,',ncl th; pylons .iil1 bc clurr'1,-;. vr.:r';l-u fi,;r.i 1;,r3; .J-istanccs.

Thc lll'r;icn:,l- P;rk'.;f'j forr,cci,, ..,rr't.i.b j,: o:;scn-bilt that ib bo hcp'r,, as a,11

arc--, for 1';coplc to cnjcy. Thcrc :r,rJ f;";;;noi-;;h al,j,j;i i:r'ohis coun"bry nhich arc n:t
uns;-toilt ancl thcy';;i11 bccor-rc i.rca'c;niL lorc ir-iprrrt:,n'L ;l; tir:c gocs on. Quotcerr.ic sltcnd";11 our tilrc clccr;ring'ohc:v:ni1:1i-r;il of ti'i* J:L,ur: but hi;'.; arc.;;c;;oin3; to
e:<nllin concrcto clar:s, pc:;cr st::,ticns, pylons am.cl acccss roecls to our gr:,ndchilcl:'cn?jt

,:Ii11 _t-h! sch:i-rc solvc thc ungnpla.tlfqAt probl j

Thcr:; is nct doubt Lhat r largo nulb:r of jobs ;i11 bu availablc during; thc
cL'ns"ruction prricd.. C.I.0.8. cstii:itc tlrat:l:-lbour forcc cf }COO - 2000 iray bc

n;cd.cc1 for up to t'';o y{jJ,rs. 'r'hc::,) is nc d-oubt tiri,r,t a l:rgc -.r:ormt of lroney tould. co,,tc
in'to bh; arca d,uring thc iii,rc ?criccl. Thcsc lrc thc t',;o ntin.roints by :hich C.I.G"I"
ju:tify 'chc i-ntrusion lnto Lhc N,-,t:-on..1 Park.

It .'i11 b.::Lt lo;st tl.o y;;::s l:ufcr: th: sch:r:c could. ac'i;u:l!-ly st-..rt - i.rill
thcrc bi: so i.teny un.rr:irlcyccl rn t..c y-J,i:i:r 'bir:u?

Aft;r thc i:rriod of co;rstruction only ziO.lJL.pIc,,.,c:u.lc'i bc crrploycd. pcrr.::.ncntl 7
onthc sitc. Thc rrajrrri-by of th;sc'.:ou1i bc skill;C- oiri;-in::rs, ir-:i:ortcd. froi-i othcr
paris of thc ccuntrSr,



, At both Strlan, 'rvylfa and- Rlo Ti-nto Zincl the unerrploynent rate a,fter
thcse schenes rosc to higher levels th:n befi:re. Big short-lived. schenes drau
labour a.,;ay fron loca} inclustries; gar,-iges, fa::i:s, sho:s, ho-bcls. The sirall-er
er:ploycr Socs out of businesse or recluces his actlvities, for lack of r:anpouer
and-.;,'rcn the construction is finishcd the local l-abour force aro on the dolc,
Mtrry lcave the area. Thcse schci.ics effectively incrc.rsc une;iploln.icnt ancl speed
d.epolrulation.

Thc type of .,;ork is not surtabfe for evcrycne, The ratcs of pay are
gooc1, but it is hard, physical labcur, ,;;ith long hours incluiiing overtinc ancl
r.;cckencl r,'ol:k. In practicc thc t'fijcni'Ly of thc l.:bouring at the othcr scher.res r';as

donc 1c;r labour forces fro;t outsidtc the arel,.
i:ihat Local i:eo1:lc ncecl- is stc;.c1y cn1:loyt.lcnt ancl a stca(y uage, llith

norr:a} r;;orking hours, lrhi.ch cr:u1C be provi,lcd" by r-rorc light indus'br;r, t.lorc exp.ensiott
and clcvelopnent of the tourist inilustry, in keeping l;ith 1:he long t,:rn needs of
bo-bh the locality and" tht: nation. It is this irhich ought to bc fought for.

Is thc Llanb:ris schei:e safc?

A rockfall fror"r thc Pil-lar of Eli,:lir, or a failure of the clar:r could
cause a C.evastatin€j ticlal i;:ve fron l&rchlyn l4ai;r ";hich coulcl sileep ovcr Deiniolen,
Trcgarth ancl a large:Lmbcr of isolated" fari:s and hoi.ies. A roclcfalf fror.i the
unst-:.ble faces or tips of the linor,;ic Quamies, into Llyir Peris, could causo
flooding in l,lanbcris or Nant Peris.

IJvcr;r fe'.; ycars there aro short pcriocls of hc;ivy rainfall ';hich fill
thc lakes to capacity ;ncl cluse flor:cling at thc N;t Poris end of LI;4 Peris.';ij-th
Llyn Pcris isolatcd fror-i the vallc;r, ancl unablc to contain thc ad.i.Litional uatcrt
floodring coulcl casily occur, cj-thc:: in l,lanbcris or l,I;.:rt Pcris, clcgtend.ing on thc
capacity of thc un.dcrgrouncl d.iverlion tunncls.

The carc t:.kon bythe C.tl.G.B. in thcsc sch:i:cs is r;;ell- 111ustr:,tcd. by
thc rccc,'nt fiasco -.;ith the und.crg::ound. storc of cxplosives ririch riras cliscovcred.
ncar thc St:lln cl:ri.



Oth:r cff c.cts.
A scction of nc',,' roacl ;oul-,i be built to by p.'i.ss Dciniolcn ancl presunably

thc prcscnt narro.; roacls .iill bc';;id.cnecl for access to t'oc l,riarchlyl Quarrics.
P.:rh..ps this is rcalIy :';hy 'che Llanberis bypass has l:c;n p1r:.nn.;r1 for so long?
Dur-ing thc construction p:riorl hear,Xr lorrics .:ndr plant .,i11 bc pessing through thc
arca clay encl nigl:t, r;ith unavoichble clanger to childrcn anc-L gcncr;,I i^nconvcn'i cncc
to evcryonc. Large nunbrjrs of labourors rill bc dr,rftccl into tho arcal possibly
ner arc:s of rrnsiithtly tc-i:porery housing iril1 b; crr..cted.. Pcrhaps also this is ''riry

thcre has bccn such frlntic activity reccntly to clcar thc Glyrr Rhonuy'Quarries of
cxplosivcs? Property valucs in souc parts of th; arca,,rill- fall clra:iatically, ;iith
libtlc ch,,.nce of conpcnsation. Thcrc is alrcady a c3sc ncar Do1tiJ,irticl-.r. of a 1ac1y

uho :ishcs to scl-1 hcr housc, but the prospectj-vc purcLraser c:,nnot obtain a
nortgagc bcc,:,usc of th: possiblc thrcat fron tho c-l:r:.

]tr' iIJt BUILD]NG SCCIITI;]S Di; NOT T]i]}IK THAT'.11{E XNI,IS J,tr-J COJ, LJTEIY S/-E,T';HY SHOULD ]:ii?

Is'chcJschcnc econor-ric?
Pui:1rec1 storage schcucs stand- up rrainly on thc lrrinciplc that ratcr is fr-c,

or at l-cast chcair, ,.lnd- that pur-r1;cci stnragc is thc nost ccononical rny of i:roducing
pcak po;cr clcciricity. ;iatcr c;rtainly isnlt frcc or chcap, as it involvos grcat
ciiilcnse to trap it. It tho Ll:r,nb,:::is schcr,rc goos through thc doi-lcstic r;ater sup1;1y
at llarchl;m rrill bc lost .rnii'i;lic ,.a,tur Board.,:rill havc to construct na; schincs to
noct loc,al n.--cd.s. ijho 1;jff 114,1r fcr this?

S;conclIyp puilpcrl sior-;;c is only econr:rlical bcc.rusc thc gas ancl elcctricity
inrlusi;r[cs arL) in coi,rpctition .'i'rh.:i:,ch cthcr, as tlrcy arc bound. to bc by Statut,;.
1{c,: gas turbinc gcncrators hcrvc rcccn'cly bron C,:vcloi;gd in Srcclen uhich can be
brought to full procluction j-n r:cdcr 10 ninutcs. T.:sc coulcl be built ncar tc tho
excas uherc thc,ro ir slgnificant pcalc po";;,:r d.c,uniat a fractj-on of thc cost of
punpccl storagc schctr,cs. Thc surplus off-pcak pclcr producc,J by thc nuclcar po'Jcr
st.-',tions could, bc usccl for driving c1c-salinatior.,.;clants, a, proccss::hich is bouncl
to bccone cconorlical in thc nc"r,r futurc.

'Ihc C.E.G.B. havc also acl:-iittcd that if thcrc ls a sliglrt incrcasc in thc
prcscnt ovcrnight clcnand for po-;cr, tircn therc l,'ould. bc no ncccL forLhis particular
schcno. ff, as C.I"G.B. saX: a punpcd storagc schcr.ac is csscntial to i.iakc 1?ylfa eF
cconoiric proposition, then vhy';ras it not plarr-ncd. ycars aito to coi,re into opcration
at thc sanc tinc as ]i'iylfa? This s.:cls to inilicatc bacl planning or that C.E.G.B. is
not giving tho full rcasons for -:ranting this schcr:c. Tho lattcr casc is obviously
thu i,rorc likcly so

,trhr.t arc thc. Ions tcrii p_osgibil-itiss?
Anothcr ni:clcar po:.'rr statj-on at Eclcrn, on 'r,hc Llpr Pcninsula?

storagc schcncs connoctccl 'ri'bh this? iiore alui:iniu-r sncl-i;crs? Rio tinto
coilpor on thc l,{avcl-c1ach Estu:ry (it nu,., appcars that Pl:urning Purnission

. ...- i.

Hore pur-pcc1
snclting
i';i11 be


